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How to Celebrate the Chinese New Year in Pre—Qin Period from the Perspective of “Nian”
“Sui”’and “Si”

Zhu Yanmin

Abstract: The ancient harvesting festival customs were mostly related to celebrating the harvest. Except expressing
the annual harvest in its original meaning and the age time in its extended meaning, the oracle bone inscriptions “Nian”
(4£) had not formed the concept of the so—called “Guo Nian” (1514 ) in the sense of festival in later generations. In
oracle bone inscriptions, words such as “Qiu Nian” (3R 4F ), “Shou Nian” (% 4F), “Shou Shu Nian” (% Z4F) and
“Shou Ji Nian” (ZZF24FE) are common. These divination uses the original meaning of the word “Nian”, that is, the
harvest year of crops. “Si” () means not only sacrifice, but also the time spent in sacrificing the ancestors and
deities. “Nian”, “Sui” ( & )and “Si” all expressed the meaning of year in the late Shang Dynasty. In the pre—Qin
period, “Gai Sui” (${% ) was the new year. The sacrifices at the end of the year are mainly Zhaji (#54%) and Laji (5
#%). The Zhaji is to sacrifice the agricultural deities (insects) for agricultural harvest. The Laji is to sacrifice the
ancestral deities with the preserved meat of wild animals obtained from hunting. In the Qin and Han Dynasties, Laji
almost completely replaced Zhaji and became a very important sacrificial activity for the new year. In the Han Dynasty,
the Laji,which was originally only related to sacrifice ancestors, was confused with the Zhaji to hundreds of deities.

Key words: Pre—Qin Period; Nian(4E); Sui(%); Si(4£); Zhaji(ﬂ%%%); Laji(ﬂ%%?)
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