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A Study about Shu Yun Is the First Wife of Duke Wu of Zheng State and Related Historical
Events at the Juncture of the Western and Eastern Zhou

Bai Guohong

Abstract: The history between the Western Zhou Dynasty and the Eastern Zhou Dynasty is an special period
which is extremely important but difficult to research. Owing to the lack of ancient literatures’ records, many mysteries
has been left behind. The publication of such materials like Tsinghua Bamboo Slips and bronze inscriptions provide us
with some clues to re—examine this history. The conclusion is that it is not reliable to define Shu Yun as duchess of
Kuai state as the traditional view, which is the wrong judgment made by Wei Zhao, a scholar of the Three Kingdoms
period. When he annotated the book Guoyu, he believed the Records of Gongyang’s author’s opinion carelessly. Based
on the principle of “No Marriage within the Same Family Name” in Zhou dynasty and analysis of the examples
enumerated by Fuchen, and combine with the hint offered by Tsinghua Bamboo Slips, we can draw the conclusion that
Shu Yun is the female descendants of Kuai state and the first wife of Duke Wu of Zheng state. Her marriage to Duke
Wu of Zheng state is the outcome and epitome of the turbulent political events in the era between the Western Zhou
Dynasty and the Eastern Zhou Dynasty.

Key words: the era between the Western Zhou Dynasty and the Eastern Zhou Dynasty; Duke Wu of Zheng State;

Shu Yun; the first wife; migrating to east; political union
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