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A Redisscusion on the Identity of Lichenqie Found in Newly Published Wooden Slips of Qin Dynasty

Shen Gang

Abstract: Based on the wooden slips of Qin Dynasty, we can find that Lichenqgie and Tuli are closely related.
“Tu” has the meaning of “many” “many people” and “Li” has the meaning of “attachment”. Therefore, Tuli can be
understood as salves or corvee labors attached to the state, which not only shows their identity but also shows their
nature of labor. It’ s the same with Lichengie. Although Lichenqie and Chengdenchong are both prisoners, they are
different from each other. Lichengie could engage in administrative auxiliary work in the government and have more
freedom. From the point of national population management, Lichenqie are more inclined to freeman, and had the
opportunity to be free totally. The official government could allocate Lichenqgie uniformly, and they can not privately
serve for the individuals and institutions outside the official government. They can be replaced by labors with same or
higher ability to work, and their status are similar to them of Ju Zi Shu Zhai (people serve in government to repay
their debts). Lichenqie are special corvee labors attached to the state.

Key words: wooden slips of Qin Dynasty; Lichenqie; attachment; corvee
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