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Kinship Notions in Qin and Han Dynasties:According to “Born of the Same Father” Principle
in Qin Statute

Zhao Xinyi

Abstract: One of the Yuelu Qin statutes stipulates that “(people) not born of the same father cannot recognize
each other as elder brother, elder sister and younger brother”, which on the one hand reveals the factual priority of
maternal blood relationships in determining siblings in folk society, on the other hand, it also implies the emperor’ s
emphasis on “born of the same father” principle among kinship conceptions. As social customs, the importance of
“maternal blood” was still influential in early Han times. However, “of the same paternal blood are brothers” was
more frequently mentioned in transmitted texts, which was set as orthodoxy by historians and Confucian scholars, this
was further connected with “kinship of a lineage (Zongqin)~ notion, and the latter one can be dated back to Pre-Qin
texts. Therefore, the accentuation of “born of the same father” principle was aimed to manage the customs, it also
reflects a promotion and emphasis on traditional “Zongqin” ideas.

Key words: paternal; maternal; kinship of a lineage
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