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Zhu Xi on “Xing” and “Ming”’
Shi Shaobo

Abstract: “Xing” and “Ming” in Zhu Xi’ s theory are inseparable from “Li”. Zhu Xi analysis that “Division of Xing”
is based on “Li” and “Division of Ming” is based on “Qi”, he also discussed the relationship of “characters endowed by
Heaven and Earth” “character endowed by Qi” “Ming of Li” and “Ming of Qi”, creatively explain “Xing” and “Ming” with
“there is but one Li, which exists in diverse forms” , attribute the process of completing each person’s “Xing” and “Ming”,
thus connecting the theory of human nature, cosmology and ontology. Zhu Xi pointed out that “Li” exist in human as
“characters endowed by Heaven and Earth” just shows the importance of moral cultivation to people’ s restoration of luminous
nature. However, Zhu Xi’ s theory of “Xing” and “Ming” is only explained according to the line of “human nature is good”
of Confucius and Mencius, which has certain limitations.

Key words: Zhu Xi; Xing; Ming
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