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The Analysis of the Origin Time of the Concept of “Round Sky and Square Ground”
He Nu

Abstract: Traditionally the concept of “Round Sky and Square Ground” could have been retraced to prehistoric
China. However, Xu Fengxian argued that such a concept could be believed in common people as the shapes of the
sky and ground in the Warring States period, while the archaic Chinese scholars always explained such concept as the
attributes and figures regarding to the Heaven and Earth. Given this, it is rising a real question what exact days for
the concept of “Round Sky and Square Ground” established. According to archaeological evidences, one can realize
that the concept of “Round Sky and Square Ground” as the attributes of the Heaven and Earth from the philosophic
aspects of Yang (Positive Factor) and Yin (Negative Factor) , could be retraced to Taosi Culture, as early as to
4,000 years ago. Before that period, each archaeological cultures in Prehistoric China did not contain such a concept.
Without any concrete archaeological evidences, it is uncertain that the contemporary cultures such as Xiaojiawuji
Culture and Qijia Culture whether had such a concept.

Key words: Round Sky and Square Ground; cosmological mode; attributes of Heaven and Earth; shapes of sky

and ground
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