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The Analysis of the Origin Time of the Concept of “Round Sky and Square Ground”
He Nu

Abstract: Traditionally the concept of “Round Sky and Square Ground” could have been retraced to prehistoric
China. However, Xu Fengxian argued that such a concept could be believed in common people as the shapes of the
sky and ground in the Warring States period, while the archaic Chinese scholars always explained such concept as the
attributes and figures regarding to the Heaven and Earth. Given this, it is rising a real question what exact days for
the concept of “Round Sky and Square Ground” established. According to archaeological evidences, one can realize
that the concept of “Round Sky and Square Ground” as the attributes of the Heaven and Earth from the philosophic
aspects of Yang (Positive Factor) and Yin (Negative Factor) , could be retraced to Taosi Culture, as early as to
4,000 years ago. Before that period, each archaeological cultures in Prehistoric China did not contain such a concept.
Without any concrete archaeological evidences, it is uncertain that the contemporary cultures such as Xiaojiawuji
Culture and Qijia Culture whether had such a concept.

Key words: Round Sky and Square Ground; cosmological mode; attributes of Heaven and Earth; shapes of sky

and ground
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The Legend of Yu and the Consolidation and Expansion of Chinese Identity
in Qin and Han Dynasties

Cui Jianhua

Abstract: In Qin and Han Dynasties, the legend of Yu was an important cultural element to consolidate and
expand Chinese identity. The classic Yu Gong recording the story that Yu eliminated the flood, called the world
Jiuzhou, which inspired the regional control strategy of the Han dynasty and provided legitimacy for the replacement of
Chinese representative power. Around the unification of the Qin dynasty, day—choosing arts under the name of Yu such
as “Yuxuyu” were shared by Qin and Chu, which provided a platform for the cultural fusion. In early Western Han
dynasty, the day-choosing art from Qin gradually prevailed, which reflected regional integration in the field of custom.
There were also some legends of Yu in the edge of the Qin and Han empires. People in Wuyue alleged that Yu was
buried in Kuaiji, thus, QinShihuang mounted Kuaiji and offered sacrifices to Yu, which had the significance of
cultural unification. The minority of Miao lived around Dongting and Pengli, and the legend that Yu conquered Miao
implied that the middle Yangtze basin were being integrated into the cultural circle of the Central Plains. The legend
that Yu was born in Qiang was based on the long—term coexistence of the Qin and Qiang. In the Han dynasty, people
in Shu changed the statement that Yu was born in a stone into another statement that Yu was born in Shiniu, which
finally established Chinese identity in the southwest area of the empire.

Key words: Qin and Han Dynasties; Chinese identity; Yu; Kuaiji; Qiang
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A Brief Analysis of Confucius’ Philosophy of Governance
Ouyang Zhenren

Abstract: Confucius’ philosophy of “government by virtue” is a reflection of Laozi’s idea of “to do nothing
without being inactive” , and in many places in the Analects he speaks extensively of artistic aesthetics, appealing to
the world of art for the construction of one’s spiritual world, which is what Confucius calls Si Wu Xie. There is a
tension between the two, in that without the former, the latter would be impossible, and because of the latter, the
former would be possible. Confucius advocated that “if you wish to establish yourself, you should establish others; if
you wish to attain, you should attain others” and “if you do not wish for yourself, do not do to others”, and his
philosophy of governance is based on the essence of what makes people human. Only in this way can the state be
governed in an effective way that is consistent with the nature of man. Confucius’ philosophy of governance has been
rooted in the blood and soul of the Chinese people for more than 2,500 years, and remains an important inspiration
for the construction of contemporary political thought.

Key words: government by virtue; Si Wu Xie; recommend people of virtue and lead the people of ordinary virtue

and aptitude; harmony but not uniformity; human emancipation
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A Probe into Su Shi’s Political Ethics Thought of “Adapting to the Situation and Feeling”
Chen Lixiang and Wu Ke

Abstract: Su Shi’s political ethics thought can be originated from Confucianism on the one hand,and the political
reality in the northern Song Dynasty on the other hand. With the influence of these two aspects, Su Shi took “Dao”
and “nature” as the metaphysical basis, disscussed the dialectic relationship of Dao and things, promote the view that
human nature is neither good nor evil, and finally made the conclusion that political principle should base on the time
and human feeling. In the aspect of political practice, Su Shi proposed to respond to the situation in a flexible way,
guide human feelings by means of courtesy, and finally lead to the ideal state of “good governance”, that is, “all
under heaven are at peace”. Su Shi’ s political ethics thought is characterized by “adapting to the situation and
feeling” , which contains the deep thinking of the flexibility of the right and the adherence to humanism, and has
been accepted, respected and imitated by later generations.

Key words: Su Shi; political ethics thought; adaptability to the situation and feeling; potential; temperament
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Wen Yanbo Said, “To Govern the World for Scholasr—Officials”
Not the Emperor and the Scholar-Officials “Ruling the World Together”

Zhang Xiqing

Abstract: In March of the fourth year of Xi’ ning (1071), Emperor Shenzong had a famous dialogue with Wen Yanbo,
Wang Anshi and other ministers. Emperor Shenzong said: “The reform of the legal system is much displeasing to the
scholar—officials, but what inconvenience to the common people?” Wen Yanbo said: “To govern the world for the literati, not
with the people.” At present, the academic circle generally thinks that Wen Yanbo’s “governing the world for the literati”
means that the emperor and the literati “jointly governing the world”, and even thinks that the Song Dynasty literati and the
emperor “jointly governing the world” started from this. Judging from the content of philology and dialogue, the original
intention of Wen Yanbo is actually that the Emperor “governs the world for the literati and officials, not for the people”. The
idea of the emperor and the literati “jointly governing the world” originated from Emperor Xuan of Han Dynasty, who said,
“If you share this with me (according ‘this’ to ‘governing the world’ ), will have 2,000 Dan)!” Liu Bo, Jizhou governor
of Emperor Xiaowu of the Eastern Jin Period, Zhang Zhibai, Longtu Pavilion of Emperor Zhenzong, and Bao Zheng,
Zhijianyuan of the Emperor Renzong all thought so.

Key words: the emperor; scholar—officials ; the common people; governing the world; rule the world together
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On the Related Problems of Xiang He Jing({fi#3%4:))Mistakenly Collected
from Wang Anshi’s Complete Works

Qiu Zhicheng

Abstract: Xiang He Jing, collected in various editions of Wang Anshi’ s corpus and complete works since Song
Dynasty, is not his article. The author was actually a man from Wei, Jin and Southern and Northern Dynasties, and was
allegedly named as Fu-Qiu-Gong ( 7% Ir. 2% ) in the Spring and Autumn Period. Later, there was a saying that
Huai-Nan—Ba—Gong (#EFg /\ 2\ ) got the book in Songgaoshan mountain, so the author of Xiang He Jing was then recorded by
some to be Huai-Nan-Ba—Gong. Following its dissemination, the book title had also been known as Xiang Hu Jing ( { ##5
22 )because the two characters “He” (£ )and “Hu” (%) are similar in terms of their pronunciations and meanings.

Key words: Xiang He Jing; Xiang Hu Jing; Wang Anshi; Fu-Qiu-Gong; Huai—-Nan-Ba-Gong
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The Progressive Teaching of Jingyan Lectures of The Doctrine of the Mean in Song Dynasty
and the Emperor’s Self—cultivation and Governing People

Wang Qi and Liu Meifang

Abstract: The Progressive teaching and spreading to the emperors of Jingyan Lectures of The Doctrine of the Mean
plays an indispensable role in studying the development of this thought in Song Dynasty. The thought of The Docirine
of the Mean has been constantly interpreted and explored by which from explaining this for Emperor Zhenzong by Xing
Bing, to Emperor Renzong awarding new scholars (Jinshi). The Doctrine of the Mean, and explaining it for Emperor
Lizong by Zhen Dexiu, and becoming one of The Four Books. lts thought, such as all who have the government of
the kingdom with its states and families have nine standard rules to follow, the theory of moral life and holding the
mean and achieve equilibrium and harmony existing in perfection, had been important resource and source of value for
emperors to cultivate themselves and govern people. The scholars who give Jingyan Lectures to emperors deepened the
emperors’ recognition and understanding of The Doctrine of the Mean, and promoted its bureaucratism, socialization
and popularization, which by the ways of closing to emperors’ life properly, explaining classic appropriately,
interpreting main ideas clearly, repeating its thought continually, contacting current affairs closely, etc.

Key words: The Doctrine of the Mean; pregressive teaching of Jingyan Lectures; Monarchy theory; self-cultivation;
governing people
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