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Rethinking the Change of Land Relation in the Middle and Late Western Zhou Dynasty
Du Yong and Li Lingling

Abstract: In the middle and late period of the Western Zhou Dynasty, the land relationship changed and
phenomenon of exchanging land for goods appeared. In the past, most people thought that this was the bud of a new
feudal system, which led to the decline of the Western Zhou Dynasty. However, in the process of land exchange, shells
were used only to measure the price of land, not a real medium of exchange, and finally land was used for barter, not
exchange. The land exchange did not affect the royal tax revenue, and it had little to do with the rise and fall of the
country. Compared with land exchange, land reward was a consistent state policy in the Western Zhou Dynasty. In the
middle and late period of the Western Zhou Dynasty, there were some changes, that is, rewarding meritorious officials
instead of feudal princes. Although a large number of nobles depended on land for a living, once their fief land was
granted, it became a permanent resource for living, not a one—time consumption. The king of Zhou did not have to
continuously grant land as a favor to government officials in exchange for their service and loyalty. The so—called
“favor for loyalty” leads to the gradual insufficiency and collapse of national land resources is a fake academic
proposition cause it is inconsistent with historical facts.

Key words: the Western Zhou Dynasty; land relations; land exchange; land grants; “favor for loyalty”
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