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The Central Plains Centralism in the Frontier Writing of Tang Dynasty Post Road Poetry
Wu Shuling

Abstract: The central plains centralism in the classical texts of Confucianism in the pre—Qin period is manifested
in the emphasis on the orthodox status of “China” and the rejection of “barbarians”. The cultural concept of the Tang
Dynasty was open, regarding the barbarians as brothers and not excluding the four barbarians, but the concept of the
center of the central plains did not abdicate. In the frontier writing of post road Tang poetry, the poets of the Tang
Dynasty took the central plains centralism as a reference, and wrote about the impact of going to the frontier on their
hearts: first, the alien feeling brought by the environmental differences that they heard and witnessed made the
scholars feel alienated from the central plains; second, the strangeness, loneliness, fear and loneliness caused by far
away from familiar interpersonal relationships; the third is the strong psychological gap caused by the huge difference
between ideal and reality. Because of the central plains centralism, the poets paid more attention to the natural
environment and cultural atmosphere that they could not adapt to in the border writing, which brought strange beauty,
ferocious beauty and sentimental beauty to the description of Tang poetry, and formed a style that was different from
the main tone of Tang poetry, which had always been recognized as high and bright.

Key words: post road; Tang poetry; central plains centralism; contrast
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