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The New Proof of Completion Time of The Analects of Confucius and its Methodological
Reflection

Liu Guangsheng

Abstract: There are 20 articles in The Analects of Confucius, 10 of which have been cited by the unearthed
documents. Guodian Bamboo Slips quoted Shu’ er, Taibo and Zihan from The Analects of Confucius. Some of the
contents of Tsinghua Bamboo Slips and Shangbo Bamboo Slips are the same as those of Yanyuan. An Da Bamboo Slips
collected 7 articles and 8 piece from The Analects of Confucius, which provided strong evidence support for the
completion of The Analects of Confucius in the early Warring States Period. There are many differences in the word
order, characters and function words between Guodian Bamboo Slips quotation of The Analects of Confucius and today’ s
biography. There is still discussion on the statement that “Zisi compiled The Analects of Confucius”. The Book of Rites
Fangji said “The Analects of Confucius write”, which may not be the appearance of the Warring States Period, but the
later generations’ motes mixed into the text. The Analects of Confucius in Dingzhou Han Bamboo Slips and The Analects
of Confucius in Haihunhou Han Bamboo Slips have no title. It can be seen that until the middle of the Western Han
Dynasty, the name of “The Analects of Confucius” was not widely accepted by people at that time. When we use
unearthed documents to study ancient books, we should not only observe their similarities, but also observe their
differences. The “ceng lei” theory and the double evidence method is the basic path and direction to make a
breakthrough in the issue of ancient books.

Key words: The Analects of Confucius; completion time; Guodian Bamboo Slips; An Da Bamboo slips Zhongni
Yue
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