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Guo Xiang’s Thought of “Governing by no Governing” and Its Nihility

Chen Hui

Abstract: Although Guo Xiang mostly uses the main concepts of Taoism, especially Zhuangzi’ s thought when

building his ideological system, almost all these concepts have been reinterpreted by him and have their own unique

connotations. On the surface, Guo Xiang’ s theory of “Fang Nei and Fang Wai are same” really eliminates the

ideological tension between Confucian ethic code and Nature, but in fact, this elimination only has formal significance.

Because Guo Xiang’ s thought is different from Confucianism and Taoism, which is rooted in his theoretical

deconstruction of their view of heaven. This deconstruction is thorough and comprehensive, so that his thought of

“Governing by no Governing” is similar to Taoist “Governing by Non-action” only in form. Not only are they

fundamentally different in theoretical purport, but also the former is rootless and implies nihilism and anti—civilization.

Key words: Guo Xiang;the theory of Du Huajthe theory of Xuan Ming; Governing by no Governing;non—action
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