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Viewing the Civilian Residence in Pre—Qin Period from The Book of Songs

Zhu Yanmin

Abstract: The Book of Songs retains a large number of architectural information of various specifications from the
Western Zhou Dynasty to the Spring and Autumn Period, especially inadvertently retains the contents of ordinary
residential courtyard buildings that are not found in other documents. These civilian residence are located in the local
neighborhood zoning. There is an alley between courtyards. The courtyard consists of Men([]), Zhu(Z& ), Ping(5f),
Ting (KE ), Tang (%), Shi( %), Wing room (}ifi 57 ). There are Men, Ta(F& )and other spaces in the hall and room. The
civilian’ s bedroom also has architectural elements such as Yu(F), Men, Hu( "), Xiang( [ ), Shi and most of these
residential buildings are civil structure. In the courtyard, they can raise cattle, sheep, chickens and ducks, plant
mulberry, wolfberry, sandalwood, peach and jujube. There are also vegetable farms with willow branches as a fence.
These poems, which reflect the courtyards of folk houses, not only reveal the truth of the “poetic dwelling” of the
ballads singers, but also provide an opportunity for us to get a glimpse of the daily life of ordinary citizens at that time.

Key words: The Book of Songs;civilian residence ; courtyards
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