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“Central Plains of the Consensus” and the Formation of Prehistoric “Central Plains Center”:
Also on the Characteristics of “Original China”

Li Yujie

Abstract: In the origin of Chinese civilization, the evolution process of regional culture from “pluralism” to
“integration” is completed in the reciprocating and tortuous cultural interaction which includes exchange, exclusion,
conflict of cultural. This kind of cultural interaction includes the influence of the practicality in daily life, imitativeness
in universal cultural elements, as well as the deep core cultural elements composed of political system and value
system. These constitute the driving force of “integration” in prehistoric China. 4500 vyears ago, China was
characterized by a “diverse” , differentiated and disordered regional cultural pattern. From the beginning of the Taosi
culture in the Longshan Period, the political entity in the Central Plains gradually formed an early country with a
special institutional paradigm and value system under the pressure of the environment. This early country promoted the
development of prehistoric culture from “pluralism” to “integration” with its political power. In the evolution from the Taosi
to the Erlitou culture, it formed the prehistoric “Central Plains”as well as a political, ritual and music system with the
rudiment of “character of Huaxia”. The “Central Plains of the Consensus” is the opportunity of the transition from
“diversity” to “unity” , and the “original China” is the system paradigm and the overall presentation of the rites and
music culture of the early countries in the Central Plains.

Key words: consensus of the Central Plains; cultural conflict; Central Plains; political system paradigm ; the original
China
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