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The Governance of the Shang Kingdom over Northern Earth:
An Investigation Centered on the Remains of Liujiahe Tomb in Pinggu, Beijing

Wang Kunpeng

Abstract: The ritual system played a fundamental role in the early government. The bronze ritual system of
Liujiahe Tomb which resemble the Shang sacrificial vessel can be used as the key evidence to judge its relationship
with Shang Kingdom. The bronze Yue with an iron blade from Liujiahe’ s tomb was also of the nature of a ritual
vessel. At that time, the king gave the local nobles Yue meant giving them the power to manage the place. The
master of the tomb of Liujiahe was active at the turn of the early and late Shang dynasty. While moving the kingdom’s
capital , the Shang expanded northbound and established close contacts with the ethnic groups on both sides of the
Taihang Mountains and Yanshan Mountains. Thus a territorial strategy combining surface, block, and point formed. The
Shang Kingdom developed extensive material and cultural exchanges with the northern regions through such strongholds
as Liujiahe. In the late Shang dynasty, there had been a group of active local nobles belonging to the Shang dynasty
in the southern foot of the Yanshan Mountains. The Shang Kingdom always has political control over the southern
foothills of the Yanshan Mountains. This also laid the cultural, political, and economic foundation for the subsequent
enfeoffment of the Zhou Kingdom in this region.

Key words: Liujiahe Tomb;the Shang dynasty ; north earth ; territory
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