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Huangdi’s Success in Cultivating Silkworms and the Leizu’s Fame as the Pioneer in Silkworm

Breeding

Wang Zijin

Abstract: The records of Huangdi’s cultivating silkworm achievements in “Annals of the Five Emperors” in Volume

One of Shiji suggest the significance of silk production in the early civilization process. As for “Leizu being Huangdi’s

queen”, the philological analysis of the word “Lei” reflects the invention of sericulture. Huangdi’s achievements,

including Leizu’s performance. The rites and customs of commemorating the “Silkworm God” in the Book of Rites

reflect the respect and admiration for the pioneering achievements of this industry in that time. Nowadays, Huangdi’s
P P g Ty ys, g

cultivating silkworm achievements, as the foundation of imperial rule and a symbol of civilization, have factors attributed

to Leizu’s contributions. The title “Silkworm God” in later generations also reflect the important status of Huangdi and

Leizu in the history of silk.

Key words: Huangdi; Leizu ; insects and moths ;silk ; silkworm god
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