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Elucidating “Governing the Country with the Scholar-bureaucrats”
Gu Hongyi

Abstract: During the reign of emperor Shenzong of the Song dynasty, Wen Yanbo said “governing the country
with the scholar-bureaucrats.” The current academic community generally believes that it refers to the emperor and the
scholar-bureaucrats  “ruling the country together.” However, some scholars think that this sentence should be
interpreted as “ (the emperor) governs the country for the scholar-bureaucrats.” Comparing literature and historical
materials, [ argue that Wen Yanbo’s words come from Mencius’s “what the scholar-bureaucrats admire, the whole
country will admire.” Emperor Xuandi of the Han dynasty said that “only officials can govern the country with me,”
after which this theory of “governing the country together” has been generally accepted by all dynasties, including the
Song dynasty, and Wen Yanbo replaced it with “scholar-bureaucrat.” Therefore, the words “governing the country”
mentioned by Wen Yanbo and the other words “commonly (govern) the country” and “commonly govern the country”
mentioned by Song people generally should be interpreted as “governing the country together.”

Key words: Song dynasty ; scholar-bureaucrat ; governing the country together
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