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The Concept of Disaster and Anomaly (% 5) in Mao Shi Jian({FEi755)) of Zheng Xuan
Chen Sihuai

Abstract: The concept of disaster and anomaly was originated in the pre-Qin period and prevailed in the Han
Dynasty. The theoretical system and official record mode of the concept of disaster and anomaly were basically
established in the Han Dynasty. Zheng Xuan’s Mao Shi Jian absorbed the popular concept of disaster and anomaly,
and revealed the image of disaster and anomaly in The Book of Songs, which not only expanded the connotation of
disaster and anomaly in The Book of Songs, but also showed a restrained and prudent attitude. This may be related to
Zheng Xuan’s interpretation of The Book of Songs with “Bixing” ([t 2%). A large number of objects and events were
understood from the perspective of “Bixing” , instead of being regarded as disasters and anomalies. Mao Shi Jian
continued the tradition of interaction between heaven and humans and revelation of disaster and anomaly since the
Western Han Dynasty. At the same time, it projected the current politics of the late Eastern Han Dynasty and Zheng
Xuan’ s personal experiences into the history of the late Western Zhou Dynasty, which had formed the eschatology of
disaster and anomaly. Zheng Xuan paid special attention to the relationship between monarch’ s virtue and
disaster-anomaly, and ecriticized the monarch’ s lack of virtue from the perspective of disaster and anomaly.
Accordingly, he looked forward to the emergence of a virtuous monarch, and put forward the ideal of“Zheng Ping Qi
He” ("X F1) under the framework of interaction between heaven and humans.

Key words: Zheng Xuan;Mao Shi Jian;disaster and anomaly ; interaction between heaven and humans ; eschatology
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