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The Family Cemetery of Marquis of the E State at Xiaxiangpu in the Nanyang Basin and the
Situation in the Southern Region and the Central Plains in the Turn of the Western and
Eastern Zhou Dynasty

Huang Jingian

Abstract: The excavation of the family cemetery of Marquis of the E state at Xiaxiangpu in the early Spring and
Autumn period not only enriched and updated many old understandings, but also raised a series of new questions,
especially for making an important contribution to the new understanding of the situation and strategic landscape of the
southern region and the central plains of China in the turn of the Western and Eastern Zhou Dynasty. According to the
latest archaeological findings of the Xiaxiangpu cemetery, it is known that during the period of King Xuan, Zhou
people re—established the E State named Ji in the Nanyang basin in order to stabilize the southern region and protect
the central plains of China. At roughly the same time as the demise of Shen and Xi, the E State was destroyed by
Chu again around 680 B.C. Since the middle of the Western Zhou Dynasty, the situation in the southern region and
the central plains of China changed drastically, and by the time of King Li and King Xuan in the late Western Zhou
Dynasty, the rule of the Zhou in both the central China and the southern region faced serious challenges. During the
period of King Xuan, by relocating Shen and lii and bestowing land on the E State close to the Zhou royal family in
the Nanyang Basin, King Xuan attempted to carry out strategic remodeling in the southern region, rebuild the barrier
of the central plains and the dynasty, and repair the political geospatial architecture established since the beginning of
the Zhou Dynasty. But the decline of the Western Zhou Dynasty and the rise of Chu were irretrievable. After the
middle of the Spring and Autumn period, Chu replaced Zeng as the hegemon of the south, and the southern region
was completely owned by Chu. The strategic channel of “Jin Dao Xi Hang” and the barrier function were completely
lost, and the Zhou power represented by Zeng completely withdrew from the Jianghan valley,

Key words: Cemetery of the E State at Xiaxiangpu; the E State; the southern region of the Zhou Dynasty; the

Central Plains of China;situation
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