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Tsinghua Bamboo Slips and the Reconstruction of Xia History
Du Yong

Abstract: The discovery of rich materials on Xia history in Tsinghua bamboo slips has opened up a new realm of
reconstructing Xia civilization. Like the passed down literature, it is a late emerged historical material generated from
oral legends. According to the historical rules of Ranke’s historiography, the reliability of such non original materials
is greatly questionable. In the 1920s and 1930s, Doubting Antiquity School used the limitations of legendary materials
to propose the popular theory of layer by layer causing ancient Chinese history, portraying Xia dynasty history as a
pile of legends and false forgery. However, their evidence is not dense, logic is not smooth. It cannot withstand the
verification of the newly released Xia historical materials in Tsinghua bamboo slips, and cannot support the academic
building established by the Doubting Antiquity School. The study of ancient history is a very special field, and the
research method of abandoning legendary materials in Ranke’ s historiography may not be applicable. No matter how
early or late legendary literature is formed, or how many problems it has, the quality of objective history and the
particles of factual truth in it cannot be completely denied solely by subjective doubt. Only by adhering to the principle
of combining literature and archaeological materials and categorizing them as one can we truly reconstruct the “rich
and glorious” history of Xia dynasty civilization.

Key words: Tsinghua bamboo slip; reconstruction of Xia history; Doubting Antiquity School; legends and historical

materials
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A Preliminary Study on Early Xia Culture and the Early State
Fang Yanming

Abstract: The Xia culture, to which the archaeological cultures correspond, has experienced from the late
Miaodigou phase II culture (pre-Xia), the Wangwan phase Il culture (pre-Xia and early-Xia), the Xinzhai period
(Houyi replaced the Xia), and the Erlitou culture (Middle and Late Xia). The process of civilization accelerated in
the Longshan period of the Central Plains, and various cultures raced to it, making central plain the center area. After
the development of pluralism to integration, assimilation and continuity, finally the Xia dynasty was born in Songshan
area of the hinterland of central plains. At that time, the existence of administrative organizations and management
institutions embodied in Dayu flood control, the emergence of Yu’s delineation of nine states’ rule over fixed areas
and the tribute system, Xia Jie imprisoned Shang Tang in Xia Tai, which is the appeared of prisons, the military
conquest leading to frequent wars, the social stratification and differentiation seen in archeological materials, and the
gradual replacement of blood relations by regional relations, meant the emergence of a wide—area kingship state in
Erlitou, the palace, temple and other high—grade buildings that reflect the royal power originated in the middle and late
period of Longshan culture and matured in the period of Erlitou culture, the above performances correspond to some
characteristics of the early state in general, and reflect the appearance of the primary form of the state of Xia dynasty.
The late phase of Wangwan phase Il culture and the Xinzhai period, together with the early Xia culture, represented
by Wangchenggang, Wadian, Guchengzhai, Xinzhai, Huadizui and Dongzhao sites, have entered the early state.

Key words: Xia culture;early Xia culture;early state
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On the Saying of “Zhuzi Belongs to Taoism”
Cheng Zhihua

Abstract: Pan Pingge once said “Zhuzi belongs to Daoism” to criticize Zhu Xi’s approach. Whether Pan Pingge’s
statement is reasonable and well-founded depends on how Zhu Xi views Taoist School. From the perspective of Zhuzi’s
text, he did have a lot of research on Taoist School. Through the study of Laozi and his theory, Zhuzi finally opposed
Confucianism and Taoism. In the aspect of family tree and the evolution of Taoist School, Zhu Xi meticulously sorted
out the ideological context then pointed out similarities and differences among Laozi, Yangzhu, Liezi, and Zhuangzi. In
addition, Zhu Xi also studied the relationship between Taoism, Confucianism, and Buddhism, and ultimately affirmed the
realm of the Confucian and Mencius way, which is both inner sage and outer king. However, these studies only belong
to “cognition”, with the purpose of “self-control” and “respect”, that is, “resisting theft” and “gatekeeper”.
Therefore, although he advocated “not reject an opinion because of the person”, he believed that the “gateway” of
Taoist School was wrong after all. Therefore, the so—called “Zhuzi belongs to Taoism” is unreasonable and groundless.

Key words: Zhuzi; “Zhuzi belongs to Taoism”;Pan Pingge ; Taoism ; gateway
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The Political Philosophy of The Way of Tang and Yu

Zhou Haichun

Abstract: From a political philosophy perspective, while The Way of Tang and Yu presenis a comprehensive

theoretical framework for abdication, it intertwines philosophical reflections on politics with the historical narratives of

Yao and Shun. This integration raises several critical issues that require further examination. For instance, it is

important to clarify the relationship between abdication and succession, the relationship between “position” in terms of

succession and “virtue” in terms of morality. Additionally, the connection between abdication and the concepts of

inner sagehood and outer kingship, as well as the relationship between the principles of bloodline (kinship)and ethical

conduct (virtue ), necessitate deeper exploration. Furthermore, it is essential to ascertain whether abdication is perceived

as an achievable goal. Addressing these questions is crucial for advancing the study of The Way of Tang and Yu and

the philosophy of abdication in pre—Qin thought.

Key words: The Way of Tang and Yu;abdication; Yao; Shun; politics
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On the Starting Point of Culture
Han Dongping

Abstract: In the academic circles, there has been no research on the starting point of culture, only discussions on
the origin of culture. However, from the existing ten types of cultural definitions, three potential views on the starting
point of culture can be derived, namely, culture is born at the same time as human beings, culture is born at the same
time as organisms, and culture is born after human beings. The first two views are obviously wrong, and the last view
can basically be affirmed, but it also fails to give the specific time when culture began. As culture is the fruit of
human creativity, the time when the first creation of human beings emerged is the starting point of culture. There are
many kinds of human creations, and they emerged in different times. However, all cultural objects can be classified into
three major categories: material culture, symbolic culture and organizational culture. Through separate investigations, it
can be found that the first appearance of material cultural objects was wooden sticks and stone axes made by standing
humans with tools 3 million years ago. The first appearance of symbolic cultural objects was sound language invented
by early sapiens 300,000 years ago. The first appearance of organizational cultural objects was the tribal society created
by Late Sapiens using institutions 100-70 thousand years ago. Therefore, it can be concluded that the starting point of
material culture 3 million years ago is also the starting point of human culture.

Key words: cultural origin;cultural starting point; material culture ; symbolic culture ; organizational culture
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“The Belt and Road”: The “Dream Building Road” of Chinese Culture Going Out
Zhang Sanyuan

Abstract: “The Belt and Road” not only carries the historical mission of building a community with a shared future for
mankind, but also carries the glory and dream of the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. It is a realistic extension of the value
connotation of the Chinese dream and a bridge connecting the Chinese dream and the world dream. Chinese culture can only
continuously strengthen itself while enhancing its international influence by going out, thereby demonstrating the connection and
synergy between the Chinese dream and the beautiful dream of people all over the world, and better promoting the development of
human civilization. Going out means international dissemination, also known as “cultural extrapolation”. “The Belt and Road” is
not only a road of economic exchange, but also a road of cultural exchange and mutual learning. “The Belt and Road” carries and
spreads the contemporary values and ideals of Chinese culture, constantly explores cultural space production, and embodies the
organic unity of realizing the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation and building a community with a shared future for mankind.
A strategy of cultural power not only means building advanced socialist culture, but also means effectively spreading Chinese
culture. Only through cross—cultural communication can Chinese culture achieve global construction in multiculturalism, creating
a harmonious and symbiotic international environment and providing strong endogenous impetus for the realization of the Chinese
Dream.

Key words: “the Belt and Road” ; Chinese culture; cultural extrapolation; international communication; the dream
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Discussions of Matchmaker in Marriage of the Pre-Qin Period
Zhu Yanmin

Abstract: The matchmaker played an important role in ancient marriage, of which the foundation was laid in the
pre—Qin period. The earliest matchmaker began in prehistoric times when human beings entered the marriage outside
the tribe. The earliest female ancestor of each ethnic group should be the goddess of marriage and fertility of that
ethnic group “Gao Mei”, such as Tushan Shi of Xia, Jian Di of Shang, Jiang Yuan of Zhou, etc. The “matchmaker”
in Zhouli is the official marriage media organization in the Zhou dynasty, which is responsible for the statistics and
management of married people, the implementation of persuasion to marry early and have more children, and the
opportunity for single men and women of the right age to form a family, whose top leader should be an elderly woman
with considerable experience in birth management. The “Shizhe” “Shi” and “Bin”in Yili - Shi Hunli should be the
matchmaker in the process of aristocratic marriage. Zuo Zhuan recorded the transnational marriages between some vassal
states, and the level of matchmaker was relatively high, usually the ruling minister or prime minister of the country.
The poems reflecting family marriage and love in the “national style” of The Book of Songs were mostly matchmakers
of the marriage of the civilian class, which was the most matchmaker group in the society at that time. As an ancient
and important social role, the matchmaker needs to have high professional accomplishment and language ability, which
is beyond the competence of ordinary people.

Key words: pre—Qin dynasty ; marriage ; matchmaker
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From Shifan to Cizuo: The Origin and Historical Background of the Ritual of Giving Sacrificial Meat
Zou Jiaxing

Abstract: The ritual of giving sacrificial meat came from the ritual of sharing sacrifice meat between the King and
the vassals. In the period of King Wu of Zhou dynasty, the vassals had begun to participate in the the ritual of
offering sacrifices and sharing sacrifices, which was inherited by later rulers and became a ritual system. With the
change of the political relationship between the emperor and the princes, this etiquette has also been evloved to Cizuo
(W E ). Because of the decline of the king’s authority, the king tried to strengthen the political relationship with the
vassals by giving sacrificial meat. Although this ritual played a certain role in maintaining the political relationship
between the king and the feudal princes, it gradually evolved into a symbolic political ritual with the collaspe of
political system of Zhou dynasty.

Key words: the Western Zhou dynasty ; Shen—fan (JJR I ) ; Tianwang—gui ; the mandate of heaven ;princes hegemony
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A Study on the Official Titles of Emperor, Empress, Other
Royal Females and Palace Female Officials in Song Dynasty

Gong Yanming and Yin Qilei

Abstract: Official titles are a newly developed field in the study of the institutional history of Song dynasty. The
complexity and diversity of the official system of Song dynasty can be seen from the perspective of the official title
system of empress, internal and external royal female, and female official in the palace. The emperor in general is not
regarded as an official, actually, the emperor is an official, but sits at the top of the bureaucracy, so the emperor also
has an official title, a special title indicating his supreme position. “Emperor” itself is an official title, its life has a
title or sacred title, after death, posthumous title, temple name. Tang and Song dynasties said that the emperor used the
temple name, which is the official title. The queen has an official title, honorific title or not, depending on whether it
has been behind the curtain to listen to the government, after death posthumous title has difference of two and four
words. The internal official women is the general name of the emperor concubine, and its official title is divided into
grades and ranks. The official titles of external women can be divided into two categories: princess official titles and
doctorial wife official titles. The internal and external women ranked by emperor also refer to the title of female official
in the palace. The official titles of the empress and the internal and external women as well as the female official in
the palace are similar to civil and military officials, and their names are clearly graded, and the official titles become
the signs of their special identities.

Key words: official titles in Song dynasty; the queen of an emperor; internal and external official women; female

official in the palace
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On the Writing Strategies of Demotion Gratitude Letter in the Song Dynasty
Zhang Ying

Abstract: The Song dynasty reached the peak of gratitude letter culture, among which the demotion gratitude
letter had more literary color and personal characteristics compared to other routine gratitude letter. The demotion
gratitude letter often expresses gratitude from the perspective of “Serious culpability but minor punishment” , either
thanks for being given a good place, or thanks for being spared from killing. They often make self—deprecation and
self-dissection from two aspects of “humble birth” and “foolishness”, but in cautious language, there is affirmation
and praise for one’s own character. Words such as “illness and decay” often appear in demotion gratitude letter which
are not only a true portrayal of their life, but also a plea for mercy in the face of the monarch. In the early period of
the Northern Song dynasty, there were still many words of persuasion and rebuttal in the demotion gratitude letter.
However, as the degree of demotion deepened and the political environment deteriorated, persuasion and rebuttal
became relatively rare. From demotion gratitude letter, we can see the limited speaking space and awkward survival
situation of scholars under political power, as well as scholar’s efforts to balance the centralization system and subject
personality, and to express their personal emotions in the cracks.

Key words: Song dynasty ; demotion ; gratitude letter;factional political struggle ; Su Shi
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Heroic Epic and The Book of Songs-Shang Song-Yin Wu
Yin Rongfang

Abstract: The Book of Songs+ Shang Song +Yin Wu is the heroic epic of the Shang dynasty. The main theme of
this poem, some have mistakenly interpreted it as praising the achievements of King Cheng Tang, the poem actually
extols King Wu Ding of the Shang dynasty. Similar to other “Songs”, Yin Wu is closely related to ritual ceremonies,
particularly those involving dance and appearance. The poem primarily recounts the heroic achievements of King Wu
Ding, praising his accomplishments in the fields of agriculture, attracting distant people, establishing laws, founding states
and cities, constructing ancestral temples, and implementing a system of enlightened governance, rather than focusing on
military conquests. The ancient ceremonial system of “touring and guarding” equivalent to the ancient “royal system”
likely began during the time of Wu Ding. The era of Wu Ding was still characterized by the influence of divine
authority , the poem emphasizes that the heroic accomplishments of King Wu Ding were inseparable from the divine
protection.

Key words: the Book of Songs-+Shang -« Song+Yin Wu;heroic epic; Wu Ding;reclaiming fields; touring and guarding
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On the Development of Zuo Zhuan’ Notes and Its Invention by Liu Shipei
Guo Yuanlin

Abstract: The early books in our country have no notes on the use of a book, which need readers to sum up the
meaning behind the text, sometimes even go beyond the text itself and deduce the meaning of the author.“Example” in
the Chungiu (Spring and Autumn) has become the most significant and important content of the interpretation of
Confucian classics. Du Yu made it clear that both Chungiv and Zuo Zhuan were records of the history, denying the
so—called notes of time, moon and day, criticizing a word of praise and depreciating, believing that Zuo Zhuan has no
other example except solar eclipse and Dafu’s(a senior official ) death, and put forward the new and old notes theory.
Before Liu Shipei,the criticism of Du’s Notes was mainly in terms of exegesis, chapters, sentences and compilation of
Chinese , while there were few results in the meanings, and the study of “examples” of Zuo Zhuan urgently needed to
be broken through. Liu Shipei denied Du Yu’ s notes thoery, divided Zuo Zhuan from Gongyang and Guliang,
systematically summarized the notes system of Zuo Zhuan. In explaining the relationship between Zuo Zhuan and
Chungiu , Liu Shipei embodied the idea of flexibility, but the idea of Confucian classics limited his further development
in the study of ancient history.

Key words: Zuo Zhuan;notes on the use of a book;ancient and modern script; Du Yu;Liu Shipei
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Reflections on the Geography and Related Issues of the Western Expedition in The Biography
of King Mu

Zhou Shucan

Abstract: The significant differences in the locations recorded of the Quanrong tribe, the background and
transportation routes of King Mu’s conquest of Quanrong in the Guoyu:Zhouyu and The Biography of King Mu indicate
that the author of The Biography of King Mu is completely unaware of the historical events of King Mu’s conquest of
Quanrong during the Western Zhou period, and it is entirely fabricated. Based on the analysis from multiple perspectives
such as linguistics and philology, it seems to be possible to infer that the Shan Jing section of the Shanhai Jing may
have been written earlier than The Biography of King Mu, while the Hai Jing and Huang Jing sections of the Shanhai
Jing may have been written later than the The Biography of King Mu. The place names for the western expedition to
the lower reaches of the Nanhe River in The Biography of King Mu are often the compilation with the place names in
the Xicishan Jing. The ambiguity and complexity make it difficult to accurately verify the place names. Therefore, the
scholars should first correctly handle the relationship between the accuracy and ambiguity of the geographical names in
The Biography of King Mu.

Key words: The Biography of King Mu;western expedition ; geography ; ambiguity
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The Text Nature of the Documents of Shangshu in Tsinghua Bamboo Slips and
the Expanding Mechanism of the Mohist Sages View

Li Jiansheng

Abstract: The documents of Shangshu in the Tsinghua Bamboo Slips such as the Chengwu, Yueming, Yinzhi and
Yingao contained the ideological concepts of Mohist school such as “obey fate” “showcasing ghosts” and “advocating
for sages”. Through the transmission, modification, and creation of Shangshu , Mohist school highlighted the practical
political function of Gods and ghosts, demonstrating a unique historical writing consciousness. These can all indicated
that the documents of Shangshu in the Tsinghua bamboo slips were Mohist transmissions. The Mohist school transformed
Yi Yin and Fu Yue into virtuous individuals from humble backgrounds but with outstanding achievements by rewriting
them as historical facts, thus placing the proposition of the legitimacy of breaking away from aristocratic blood
relationships in the historical stories of Mohistization. The Tsinghua bamboo slips The Way of Governance and The
Method of Governance reflected that in the mid to late Warring States period, the Mohist school further expanded the
concept of sages from a theoretical construction level by criticizing reality, institutionalizing the selection and
appointment of talents, and absorbing the opinions of other scholars.

Key words: the Tsinghua bamboo slips;the documents of Shangshu; Mohist school ; sages view
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