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On the Emergence of the Nation in Ancient China
Gao Chongwen

Abstract: The ancient nation of China was developed and perfected in the form of an ancient civilization of ritual.
In the late Neolithic Age, the initial nation was mainly a combination of theocracy and kingship. Kingship exercised its
leadership by using theocracy to develop loose primitive clans into closely connected clans and tribal alliance entities,
thus gradually forming a “theocracy nation” with the nature of clan and tribal alliance. On the basis of the “theocracy
nation” with the nature of the original tribal alliance, the Xia, Shang and Zhou dynasties made use of the authority of
theocratic and ancestral rights that emerged in the sacrifice to formulate a ritual system to maintain the social order,
and the whole country formed a “ritual nation” with strong clan nature and blood relationship as the bond, patriarchal
relationship as the criterion and ritual system as the guarantee. From the point of view of the emergence and
development of the early nation in ancient China, the ritual civilization is its continuous link, and it has always been
the spiritual pillar in the ideological field in the subsequent dynasties, and continues to maintain the political pattern of
the national unity, which is also an important feature of the ancient nation of China different from other countries in
the world.

Key words : ritual civilization ; tribal alliance ; theocratic nation ;ritual nation

[ wiEmEE/ B 4]

30



