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On the Tribute During Tang and Song Dynasties
Sheng Xianfeng

Abstract: In the mid Tang dynasty, there were tribute with tax characteristics, which led to the drawbacks of
tribute. This phenomenon reflects the relationship between monarchs and officials, as well as the relationship between
the central and local governments during the Tang and Song dynasties. The Five Dynasties inherited the residual effect
of the separation of prefectures at the end of the Tang dynasty. Despite the court’ s efforts to transform the military
governance region into prefecture and county, the actual relationship between local and central finance still retained the
characteristics of military governance region. The “Four Towns”, Weibo, and Zhending in the Later Liang dynasty
showed different path of centralization of finance in the Five dynasties period: Zhu Wen held the“Four Towns”and after
dynasty replace, it was directly transformed into prefecture and county, belonging to the dynasty replace type; Weibo
relied on Zhu Wen and adopted centralization and military force to transform the state into prefecture and county, it
was a dependent type; Zhending achieved prefecture and county transformation through military conquest, belonging to
contribution type. The different paths of the prefectures and county above generally reflect the basic situation of
financial centralization in the Five Dynasties. During the Five Dynasties period, the transformation of military governance
region into prefecture and county formed a central financial model of mutual aid between offerings and tribute. These
strengthened centralization while left behind varying degrees of military governance region characteristics, indicating that
the Five Dynasties period did not solve the historical problems left by the end of the Tang dynasty. The early Song
dynasty effectively overcame the drawbacks of tribute, breaking away from the “reverse” of the history of the late Tang
and Five dynasties, rebuilding centralization, and opening up a new era of dynasties.

Key words: during the Tang and Song dynasties; tribute ; offerings ; the transformation of military governance region

into prefecture and county
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