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The Main Reason for the Failure of Qingli Reforms: The Rupture of Scholar-Officials and
Tianzi “Co-ruling the World”

Zhang Xiqing

Abstract: Qingli reforms is a valuable practice of scholar-officials and Tianzi “co-ruling the world” in the Song
dynasty. The main reason for its failure was not the strength of the conservatives. It was because of the breakdown of
scholar—officials such as Fan Zhongyan, Fu Bi and emperor Renzong’s“co-ruling the world”. The specific performance
is that emperor Renzong of Song thinks that Fan Zhongyan, Fu Bi and other scholar-officials are friends cliquing for
personal benefit. He suspected that these people “wanted to abolish the establishment”, intending to depose emperor
Renzong with Khitan and install another emperor, which is posing a great threat to emperor Renzong’s imperial throne
and autocratic dictatorship. Therefore, scholar—officials and the son of heaven “co—ruling the world” will inevitably break,
emperor Renzong of Song no longer support Fan Zhongyan, Fu Bi and other scholar—officials to implement the new deal
of Qingli. Qingli reforms inevitably failed.

Key words: Qingli reforms; failure ; the main reason;co—ruling the world ; rupture
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