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On the Origin of Tortoiseshell Used by the Huadong Clan

Chao Fulin

Abstract: The tortoiseshells used by the Huadong clan for divination have some memorizing words on them, some

of which clearly record the state which contributed the tortoiseshells, such as Ni, Ji, Ning, Geng, Shi, Zhou and so on.

These people who contributed tortoiseshells were either ministers of Shang dynasty or states related to the Shang

dynasty. They were not directly related to the Huadong clan, so it can be inferred that these tortoiseshells must have

come from the collection of the Shang dynasty. This provides a circumstantial evidence for the close relationship

between Huadong clan and Shang dynasty. Although the Huadong clan did not donate tortoiseshells and bones to the

Shang dynasty, they could use the tortoiseshelles collected by the Shang dynasty because of their close relationship with

the royal family, which also had a certain reference value for explaining the identity of the chief “son” of the Huadong

clan.
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