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On the Relationship Between the “Duanwen and Jiaowei” in Dream of the Red Chamber and
the Holistic Artistic Thinking of Cao Xueqin

Chen Weizhao

Abstract: On the one hand, there are some incomplete phenomena in the text of Dream of the Red Chamber
(fragmented plots and an unresolved ending). On the other hand, Cao Xueqin had a precise overall design for the
structure of this novel. The plot in the first eighty chapters follows the rise and fall of the family and love storyline.
The last forty chapters of the sequels by Cheng Weiyuan and Gao E diverge from the assumptions of the first eighty
chapters. Cao Xueqin had a comprehensive control over the fate of the characters and the direction of the story in the
entire book , and was well versed in it. He integrated different characters and events into a holographic artistic whole by
setting up various projection mechanisms and using various artistic techniques. The incompleteness of the text and the
completeness of the author’s artistic thinking coexist in this novel, offering readers an unique reading experience. Only
by deeply understanding the process of writing Dream of the Red Chamber and using Cheng and Gao’s continuation of
the last forty chapters as examination parameters, can we fully understand the historical significance of Dream of the
Red Chamber and appropriately evaluate its artistic value.

Key words: Duanwen and Jiaowei (fragmented plots and an unresolved ending) ; multiple narrative voices; holistic

thinking ; projection mechanism
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