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An Analysis of the Phenomenon of New County Establishment in the Southeast Regions of the
Northern Song Dynasty During the Xining Period(1068—1077)

Chen Xiaoshan

Abstract: During the Xining years of the Northern Song dynasty, while northern regions like Hebei, Hedong, and
Yongxingjun saw the reduction of counties to cut costs, the southeastern regions did not face similar reductions. Chen
Guan later accused Wang Anshi of applying double standards, advocating for county abolition in the north while
promoting new county establishment in the south. Investigation revealed that the establishment of new counties in the
southeastern regions was minimal during Wang Anshi’s reforms. However, since the late Five Dynasties and the early
Song dynasty, the southeastern regions had frequently established new counties. This phenomenon can be attributed to
two main factors: firstly, the adjustment of administrative divisions on newly annexed lands following the pacification of
the southern regimes; secondly, the surge in population, economic growth, and the escalation of local affairs. Wang
Anshi’ s judgment reflected the rapid economic development and population growth and the increase of local affairs in
the southeastern regions.

Key words: geography of historical administrative regions; Wang Anshi’s reforms; southeastern region; new county

establishment; county—level economy
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