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Analysis of Wang Chuanshan’s Humanistic Thought Based on the Three Principles on Change
Li Changtai

Abstract: Wang Chuanshan constructed profound humanistic thought grounded in the metaphysical concept of
Change. In his humanistic thought, the principle of Change highlighted the objective of change and development. This
principle encompassed the way of perpetual growth and change, the cultivation of virtue, and the pursuit of fortune. The
principle of change facilitates innovation, enhances moral character and brings auspicious outcomes. The way of
perpetual growth and change features “novelty”, the way of cultivating virtue “benevolence”, and the pursuit of fortune
“auspiciousness”. These three ways lead to the perpetual renewal of virtue, benevolence, auspiciousness and the
avoidance of adversity. Wang Chuanshan formulated the philosophy of humanism based on the principles of change. The
humanistic principle prioritizes novelty, benevolence, and auspiciousness. The fundamental essence of being human,
according to Wang Chuanshan, lies in embodying these qualities and the essence of humanism lies in embracing
novelty, benevolence, and auspiciousness.

Key words: Wang Chuanshan; humanistic thought; principles of change
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