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Climate Change and Ethnic Migration in the Five Dynasties and the Song Dynasty
Qi Deshun

Abstract: During the Five Dynasties and the Song Dynasty, the climate change in China was extremely frequent.
The abrupt climatic shifts led to the shrinkage of northern grassland and an ecological imbalance. As a consequence of
the immense pressure created by these changes, the Khitan, Jurchen, Mongolian and other northern ethnics were
compelled to migrate to the interior area for survival. Under the double pressure of a colder and drier climate, the
Khitan undertook large—scale southward migrations. Subsequently, the Jurchen moved southward and finally established
the Jin Dynasty. In the 13th century, snowstorms and an arid climate caused significant changes on animal husbandry
compared with the original natural environment. Confronted with the unprecedented survival crisis, the Mongolian people
also migrated to seek living space. Meanwhile, the tribal groups headed by Genghis Khan sought to address these
crises by expanding their territories through conquest, ultimately resulting in large—scale regional migrations.

Key words: climate change; ethnic migration; Khitan; Jurchen; Mongolian
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