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Collection and Transfer of Horsefeeds and Folder and the Station of Cavalry of the Song Army

Zhang Yong

Abstract: For the cavalry, horse feed and fodder were indispensable supplies. In the Northern Song Dynasty, a
system for transporting fodder from other prefectures to the military frontiers along the border was formed. In the Hebei
region, most of the fodder and feed for the local military horses were procured locally. The fodder and feed for the
cavalry in the capital mostly came from the supply of the prefectures in Jiangnan, supplemented by local purchases. In
the Southern Song Dynasty, the fodder and feed for the cavalry units stationed in Linan, including the Palace Guards
and the Imperial Guards, mainly came from Yangzhou, Hezhou, Gaoyou, Pingjiang Prefecture, Jiangyin Jun,
Changzhou, Xiuzhou and Huzhou. For the cavalry units stationed in Zhenjiang Prefecture and Jiankang Prefecture, in
addition to the above mentioned prefectures in the west of Zhejiang, the sources also included Chizhou, Shuzhou,
Qizhou and Wuwei Jun. The fodder and feed for the cavalry in the Jinghu region mainly came from Tanzhou,
Chenzhou, Yingzhou, Jingmen Jun, Fangzhou, Xinyang Jun and Jiangxia. The cavalry in Sichuan and Shaanxi
obtained fodder and feed locally from places such as Lizhou, Langzhou, Xingzhou and Da’an and transported them to
the military front. From the sources of fodder and feed for the cavalry in the Song Dynasty, it can be seen that the
principle of proximity was still followed. The location of the cavalry’ s stationing determined the collection point,
although this did not necessarily coincide with the stationing site.

Key words: horse feed; fodder; cavalry of the Song Dynasty; collection place
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