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A Study on the Emergence and Evolution of Capital City in the Pre-—Qin Period
Xu Zhaofeng and Wang Kaikai

Abstract: The issue of city is a significant academic topic in the history of ancient capital systems. The
emergence and evolution of this architectural form during China’s pre-Qin period followed certain patterns. During the
Longshan Culture period, the concept began to take shape, marking its embryonic stage. In the era of ancient slates, its
appearance symbolized the emergence of statehood. During the Xia, Shang, and Western Zhou periods, the dominant
capital layout was characterized by an inner city and an outer city, which was the developmental phase, reflecting the
strengthening of state machinery. By the Eastern Zhou period, capitals typically adopted the complete form of inner city
and outer city, marking its mature phase. This form symbolizes the strengthened state machinery. It also reflects the the
lasting focus and further consolidation of state machinery in the centralized imperial era that began with the Qin and
Han dynasties.

Key words: capital city; layout of cities; the evolution of civilization
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