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On the Cultural Attributes in the Digital Protection of Intangible Cultural Heritage
Jiang Xinsheng

Abstract: In the process of digital protection of intangible cultural heritage, misunderstandings and rigid practices
have led to a reversal of the relationship between the meaningful presence and its physical presence of intangible
cultural heritage. This has resulted in a neglect of the fundamental pursuit of its live inheritance and a loss of directive
meaning of intangible cultural heritage protection for the future development. Consequently, the cultural attribute of
intangible cultural heritage has been stripped away and obscured. To clarify and highlight their cultural attribute, digital
technology needs to shift its focus from the physical aspects to the spiritual dimensions of intangible cultural heritage. It
is essential to respect the living characteristics of intangible cultural heritage and transition from a model driven by
“attraction” to one driven by “appeal”. In practice, to return to the cultural attribute of intangible cultural heritage,
digital technology should coordinate the core motivation of participants, and reaffirm the cultural standards for its digital
protection. This emphasizes participatory approaches to digital protection and activating the cultural space on which
sustain intangible cultural heritage relies, continues the cultural gene within the modern context and expands the living
space for intangible cultural heritage in contemporary times.

Key words: intangible cultural heritage; digital protection; cultural attribute
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