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On the Construction of City Walls of Local States in the Song Dynasty:
Centering on Jiangxi, Fujian, Hunan, and Guangdong

Cheng Tao

Abstract: During the Northern Song Dynasty, the military defense strategy prioritized the north over the south.
However, political opinion shaped by tradition and geography, led to a generally negative attitude towards the
construction of the city wall in the southern states. After the retreat to the south, under the pressure of the Jin Army
and territorial shrinkage, the Song court shifted its approach from a defensive stance to a more proactive strategy,
encouraging the southern regions to build city walls. However, the implementation of these measures was constrained by
local financial limitations and the availability of financial resources from the local states, resulting in variations in the
speed of the construction and the materials used. The border regions of Jiangxi, Fujian, Hunan, Guangdong—served as
an inner frontier adjacent to Xidong (&7 ). originauy with few walls—still built a lot city walls despite frequent
invasion and strained local finances. This indicates that the construction of city walls and their spatial and temporal
distribution changes during the Song Dynasty were closely related to the changes in the defense situation of their
territories.

Key words: the Song Dynasty; city wall; defense pattern; local finance
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