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Observation, Performance and Manipulation: The Political Nature of “Love and Hate” in
Early China

Li Hanji

Abstract: In early Chinese literature, “love and hate” was a common expression, not restricted to any particular
(or group of) thinkers or schools of thought. The study of “love and hate” explores how the people evaluated and
judged what was good and what was bad, as well as strategic thinking on how to take relevant actions. Especially in
the political world, it may not provide much meaningful information without knowing who held these preferences, and
where and how they manifested. Whether a political figure was trustworthy, admired by their subjects, or worthy of
emulation, could all be judged and discussed based on their “love and hate”. From a political perspective, “love and
hate” has at least the following four characteristics: first, it pertains to perceptible, objective entities; second, it involves
the social interactions between individuals; third, it is selective, determining preferences; fourth, it manifests as
behavioral tendencies across various contexts. The observation, performance, and manipulation of “love and hate” could
not be seen as a tool of absolute control; instead, they require social communication and cooperation.

Key words: love and hate; preference; politics in Early China
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