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The Hierarchy in Zhou Dynasty Architecture and the Violation Action of Principality
Li Hequn

Abstract: The Zhou Dynasty includes the Western Zhou Dynasty and the Eastern Zhou Dynasty. The Western Zhou
Dynasty implemented a three—tier urban system consisting of the capital, major cities, and towns. There are hierarchical
regulations on the size of the city, the height of the city wall, the volume of the building, the height of the platform
foundation and the temples and altars. These regulations emphasized the importance of scale—larger, higher, and more
substantial structures were indicative of higher statue. In the city gate, the emperor has five gates and the outer que
with its two observation platforms; dukes have three gates and the outer que with one observation platform; an outer
screen for the emperor and inner screens for dukes. Even the color of the pillars, the carving of the rafters, the shape
of the Dougong follow strict hierarchical regulations. During the Eastern Zhou Dynasty, for the royal family declined
while local powers arose, dukes and the noble class violated the regulations of Zhou emperor in architecture, reflecting
the collapse of rites and music.

Key words: Zhou Dynasty; hierarchies in architecture; violation; Haojing; five gates for the emperor
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