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Current Status and Future Impacts of Generative Artificial Intelligence in
Traditional Craftsmanship Inheritance

Yang Hong and Ji Jingyi

Abstract: Traditional handicrafts is a key category of intangible cultural heritage, and its preservation and
transmission are closely related to technological innovation, socioeconomic development and human creativity and
motivation. With generative artificial intelligence (AI) rapidly expanding across industries, traditional handicrafts have
become the earliest domains within intangible cultural heritage to adopt Al technologies. Therefore, this study focuses on
the current state of generative Al in the inheritance of traditional handicrafts. First, a CiteSpace—based bibliometric
analysis is used to cluster and detect emerging trends in relevant literature, thereby mapping the general research
landscape. Subsequently, the study investigates representative domestic and international cases to examine Al’ s role
across key stages of traditional handicraft production—namely product design, fabrication, trade, and digital
transformation. This paper also explores its future impacts on key stakeholders: inheritors face challenges posed by
generative Al poses like a shift in mode of creation, market competition polarization, and risks to cultural inheritance;
consumers face a tension between technological empowerment and meaning decontextualization in the shifting paradigm
of demand fulfillment and prosumer models; while achieving operational efficiency gains, application—oriented entities
encounter a dual challenge of cultural deconstruction and the qualitative dilemma of creative superficialization.

Key words: generative artificial intelligence; traditional handicrafts; cultural inheritance
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