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Yang Shi’s Utilization and Interpretation of The Classic of History
Fan Lizhou

Abstract: Yang Shi’ s theory, like the ideas of ancient Chinese thinkers, uses the interpretation of Confucian
classics to promote his own understanding and create his own ideological system. One of the examples is his
understanding and interpretation of The Classic of History. Yang Shi used The Classic of History to refute Wang Anshi’s The
New Interpretation on Three Classics. In alignment with the mainstream Luoyang School of Neo Confucianism, Yang’s
thought centers on ontology and the theory of cultivation, while political theory is a reasonable extension of his
ideological system, focusing on public society and its corresponding order. Yang Shi used The Classic of History to
interpret the political ideology he developed, stating that “good motives” are a prerequisite for establishing a country
and governing. This idea inherits the essence of Confucian political philosophy, and posits the politics of wise people as
the only path to effective political governance. Without the control and grasp of the virtuous people, political systems
are prone to veer from their intended design. Yang Shi, with the help of The Classic of History, comprehensively refuted
the new laws of Wang Anshi, pointing out that Wang and his career deviated from the requirements of The Classic of
History regarding “zhong”, thus “disrupting the ancestral law and institutions”.

Key words: Yang Shi; The Classic of History; Wang Anshi’s New Learning; ancestral law and institutions
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