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The Record of the Southern Garden and the Construction of Han Tuozhou’s
Political Legitimacy: Discussion on Lu You’s Integrity in His Later Years

Li Chao

Abstract: Historical discussions of The Record of the Southern Garden have predominantly focused on Lu You’s
integrity in his later years, often overlooking its connection to Han Tuozhou. In fact, The Record of the Southern
Garden provides an exceptional lens for examining how Han Tuozhou constructed his own political legitimacy. As a
imperial in—law, military figure, and ruler’s coterie, Han’s autocratic rule was inherently undermined by a lack of
legitimacy. From The Record of the Southern Garden, his efforts can be seen to address this deficit. First, by
emphasizing the origins of the Southern Garden and highlighting his ties to Han Qi, he subtly implied his pivotal role
in Emperor Ningzong’ s ascension; second, by investing in cultural and artistic activities, he downplayed his martial
background and cultivated the image of a scholar—official; third, by meticulously designing the Southern Garden’ s
layout, he projected an aspiration to “return to pastoral life”, thereby obscuring his status as a powerful minister. Lu
You conveyed Han Tuozhou’s intended message with remarkable precision. In this sense, contemporary criticism of Lu
You’s integrity in his later years may not be groundless.

Key words: Han Tuozhou; The Record of the Southern Garden; powerful minister; Lu You
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