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From “Shuming” to “Zhuci Bishi”: The Formation of “Righteousness” in

The Spring and Autumn Annuals

Guo Changbao

Abstract: During the Western Zhou period, historians primarily documented royal decrees. By the Spring and
Autumn period, this practice extended to recording commands of feudal lords. As traditional regulations on Gaoming to
loosen, historiographers took the initiative in making Gaoming, no longer waiting for formal orders from feudal lords.
This shift transformed Gaoming into a mechanism of political oversight. Although traditional Gaoming texts were meant
to exclude historiographers’ subjective judgments, their selective documentation of events and ritual reports allowed

IEt}

events to be interpreted through the lens of ritual values. The core evaluative criteria— “Ming” “Shi” “Jing” and
“Li” —formed the foundational discursive framework for historiographical practice. “Zhuci” (expressions) refers to the
subtle modification of conventional formulae by historiographers to generate new value judgments that challenged existing
ritual interpretations. The Gongyang Zhuan characterized this method as “expressing ideas in an indirect way”. “Bishi”
(arranging facts) involves the arrangement or contrast of records to reconstruct processes or reveal motivations, thus
enabling rational interpretations of events. The practice of “Zhuci Bishi” was often employed to highlight the pragmatic
rationality of ritually transgressive acts or to comment on seemingly ritual-compliant events. This approach represents a
secondary discursive framework, rooted in the selective reporting of events to spirits, where historiographers curated
narratives to align with ritual and ethical valuations. “Zhuci Bishi” used by the Spring and Autumn historians reflects
a distinct rational spirit, profoundly influencing the development of Confucian philosophical systems and discursive

frameworks.

Key words: Spring and Autumn historians; shuming; Zhuci Bishi; subtle words with profound meaning
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