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“Manufacturing” Zisi: Problems and Academic Prospects in Zisi Research Since
the Publication of Guodian Bamboo Slips

Li Jiansheng

Abstract: Since the publication of Guodian bamboo slips, research on Zisi has made notable progress, but it also
has encountered certain academic deviations. Regarding the research on Zisi’s life and his works, there is a suspicion
of deliberately pushing forward the year of birth, prolonging the year of death, and attributing works to him that may
not be his. In the use of historical materials, some scholars have mistakenly treated Kongcongzi—a text with clear signs
of forgery—as authentic, leading to flawed arguments such as the “problem of Meng Ziche”. Using falsified materials
without thinking has become a trend. To deepen the study of Zisi, researchers must adhere to the analysis of historical
materials and pay attention to examining the formation and development of Zisi’ s ideas. New materials should be
contextualized within the broader history of academic research, rather than being used to “rewrite the history of
thought”. Reasonable and effective research should avoid presupposing value judgments, and maintain a certain cognitive
distance from the research object in order to recognize its historical context.

Key words: Zisi; Guodian bamboo slips; birth and death years; Kongcongzi
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