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The Causes, Ordering and Textual Meanings of the Blank Slips in Confucian Poetics
Recorded on the Bamboo Slips of Shanghai Museum

Liu Quanzhi

Abstract: There are six recognized blank slips in Confucian Poetics of the Bamboo Book of Shanghai Museum.
Through further examination, the first slip should also be a blank slip. Among the numerous descriptions of the
appearance of blank slips, the claim of manual scraping in the blank areas stands out. It is generally believed that the
theory of manual scraping occurred in the blank space is supported by relevant evidence chains, and is often regarded
as a phenomenon inherent in bamboo slips. However, the “longitudinal bamboo fibers” in the blank space are not
traces of manual scraping, but rather the wrinkling phenomenon caused long—term preservation of bamboo slips, which
is a common occurrence in unearthed bamboo slips of the Warring States period. The formation of blank slips is the
result of the copyist’ s independent choice in the face of subjective and objective factors, and in situations where
subjective factors are difficult to determine, the surplus space for bamboo slip writing should be an important objective
factor in the formation of blank slips. Based on existing bamboo slips, it is difficult to determine the writing order of
Confucian Poetics, Zigao, and The Drought of the Lu State in the same bamboo book. The closing remark of Zigao
indicates the independence of the three articles, which should be viewed separately. The blank slips should be
centrally compiled and arranged in Confucian Poetics, and their position should be after the full-written slips. Although
the slips lack literal coherence due to missing bamboo slips, their implied meaning and context are coherent and
systematic. The direct compilation of the 7th and 2nd slips is a representative example. The material form and cultural
context of the existing blank slips can present the organizational system of the text.

Key words: Confucian Poetics; blank ; manual scraping; ordering; the Bamboo Slips of Shanghai Museum
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