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Liangzhu: An Unique Divine Political Entity in Prehistoric China with Nature Deity Worship
Li Yujie

Abstract: The Liangzhu culture was a distinctive regional culture in prehistoric China, characterized by its worship
of the natural deities. For nearly a milennium, the belief in the Sun God had an important influence on the
institutional construction and ideology of the society. At that time, in the area around Taihu Lake, the Liangzhu City
and its core region had entered an early state stage—the “ancient country” stage. However, many political entities that
were geographically distant from it still remained at different stages of social development, with no unified early state
centered on the Liangzhu City. Nontheless, the belief in the Sun God of Liangzhu culture included the functions of
observing the sky and the earth, predicting the solar terms, and maintaining the traditional morality and customary law
of clans and tribes. It not only had significant value for the production and life of the ancestors engaged in rice
farming in Liangzhu, but also effectively enhanced the authority of the leaders and shamen at that time, thus forming
its theocratic politics. This theocratic politics maintained its rule over the Liangzhu country and exerted influence on the
surrounding political entities through spiritual beliefs, thereby forming a unique institutional model of social governance
in prehistoric China.

Key words: Liangzhu; prehistoric China; worship of the Sun God; divine politics; institutional model
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Cultural Accommodation and Ethnic Integration During the Civilization Development of the
Hongshan Culture

Zhang Xingde and Lu Zhiping

Abstract: The integration of cultural factors reflects the diverse natures and forms of interaction among the people
behind the archaeological cultures. Researches on known archaeological materials indicate that the Hongshan culture
along the Xilamulun River during the period from 6,500 to 5,700 years ago was the product of the collision and mutual
integration between the descendants of the Zhaobaogou culture and the immigrants from the Hougang Phase 1 culture.
During this period, there was a gradual convergence from the material cultural level represented by the “sanshi” and
“santao” as explicit symbols or signs, to the recognition of faith and religious forms represented by jade culture, dragon
worship, and goddess worship. From the perspective of painted pottery, the Banpo of the Yangshao system and its
descendants should also have been important participants in the process of the Red Mountain civilization. Eventually,
when new ethnic groups further integrated into western Liaoning, the residents of different ethnic groups in the
Hongshan culture were able to prioritize shared recognition. Despite unrelated bloodline organizations, they established a
public power to coordinate and manage different ethnic groups, forming an ancient state civilization.

Key words: the Hongshan culture; civilization development; cultural accommodation; ethnic integration
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Observation, Performance and Manipulation: The Political Nature of “Love and Hate” in
Early China

Li Hanji

Abstract: In early Chinese literature, “love and hate” was a common expression, not restricted to any particular
(or group of) thinkers or schools of thought. The study of “love and hate” explores how the people evaluated and
judged what was good and what was bad, as well as strategic thinking on how to take relevant actions. Especially in
the political world, it may not provide much meaningful information without knowing who held these preferences, and
where and how they manifested. Whether a political figure was trustworthy, admired by their subjects, or worthy of
emulation, could all be judged and discussed based on their “love and hate”. From a political perspective, “love and
hate” has at least the following four characteristics: first, it pertains to perceptible, objective entities; second, it involves
the social interactions between individuals; third, it is selective, determining preferences; fourth, it manifests as
behavioral tendencies across various contexts. The observation, performance, and manipulation of “love and hate” could
not be seen as a tool of absolute control; instead, they require social communication and cooperation.

Key words: love and hate; preference; politics in Early China
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The Conceptual Transformation of “Self-so” and the Theoretical Restructuring of
Neo-Confucianism

Shan Hongze

Abstract: Neo—Confucianism inherits and develops the concept of Self-so(ziran) from Buddhist and Daoist thought,
elevating it to an ontological foundation that reconciles the way of heaven with the way of man. In its holistic sense,
the Neo—Confucian conception of Self-so emphasizes the spontaneity, autonomy and consciousness inherent in all things.
It inherently opposes both external coercion and unnecessary human actions. The Neo—Confucian usage of Self—so was
systematically established as a core concept across several domains: noumenon, self—cultivation, human nature, spiritual
attainment, desire, modes of being and political-religious order. It signifies the immanent transcendence of noumenon,
the effortless harmony in self-cultivation, the non-deliberative nature of cognitive activities, the spontaneous
manifestation of ethical conduct, the adaptive responsiveness of religious acts, the unobstructed freedom of spiritual
realization, the intrinsic unity of emotionality and reason and the innate perfection of moral personality. The distinct
ways in which Neo—Confucianists emphasized these conceptual dimensions of Self-so provide critical insights into the
intellectual development of Neo—Confucianism. By examining the evolving interpretations of Self-so, we could further
explore creativity and syncretism within this philosophical tradition, thereby injecting new vitality into contemporary
Neo—Confucianism research.

Key words: Self—so; self; ingenerate; Neo—Confucianism
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The Hierarchy in Zhou Dynasty Architecture and the Violation Action of Principality
Li Hequn

Abstract: The Zhou Dynasty includes the Western Zhou Dynasty and the Eastern Zhou Dynasty. The Western Zhou
Dynasty implemented a three—tier urban system consisting of the capital, major cities, and towns. There are hierarchical
regulations on the size of the city, the height of the city wall, the volume of the building, the height of the platform
foundation and the temples and altars. These regulations emphasized the importance of scale—larger, higher, and more
substantial structures were indicative of higher statue. In the city gate, the emperor has five gates and the outer que
with its two observation platforms; dukes have three gates and the outer que with one observation platform; an outer
screen for the emperor and inner screens for dukes. Even the color of the pillars, the carving of the rafters, the shape
of the Dougong follow strict hierarchical regulations. During the Eastern Zhou Dynasty, for the royal family declined
while local powers arose, dukes and the noble class violated the regulations of Zhou emperor in architecture, reflecting
the collapse of rites and music.

Key words: Zhou Dynasty; hierarchies in architecture; violation; Haojing; five gates for the emperor
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A Study on Confucian Legal Philosophy from the Perspective of Cheng Hao and Cheng Yi’s
Neo-Confucianism

Ouyang Zhenren and Mei Zihong

Abstract: As the founders of Song—Ming Neo—Confucianism, Cheng Hao and Cheng Yi developed a comprehensive
legal—philosophical system within Neo—Confucianism against the backdrop of a stable and mature legal framework in the
Northern Song dynasty. This system can be interpreted through the following dimensions: on the theoretical level,
Cheng Hao and Cheng Yi elevated natural law as the supreme philosophical category. This concept provided law with a
metaphysical foundation, that is law arising from reason. Additionally, they integrated “change” to ensure the dynamic
adaptability and stability of legal norms. On the practical level, based on their theory of human nature, the Cheng
brothers discussed the relationship between virtue and punishment, advocating that the formulation and application of
punishments should align with the “temperament” of people. They emphasized “upholding the principle and being
unfair” in both the creation and enforcement of laws, aiming to balance the rule of law with ethical considerations. On
the level of the unity of rites and laws, Cheng Hao and Cheng Yi shifted away from the instrumentalist view of law
within Confucian tradition. Instead, they pursued a normative framework that guides individuals to harmonize their moral
consciousness with the way of Heaven. This approach carries profound significance in terms of immanent transcendence.

Key words: Cheng Hao and Cheng Yi’s Neo—Confucianism; natural law; legal principle; immanent transcendence;
philosophy of law
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Research on the Modern Transformation of the Value of Traditional Crafts
Huang Yonglin and Huang Liucang

Abstract: In the context of revitalizing Chinese traditional crafts, the key challenge lies in how to endow traditional
crafts with new contemporary value, transitioning them from traditional craft projects to traditional craft brands, and
ultimately transforming them into modern craft industry brands. This process is crucial for achieving high—quality,
sustainable inheritance and development. The concept of “people, objects, and life” allows intangible cultural heritage
to become “alive” and “popular”. This represents a major innovation in today’ s China in the concept of intangible
cultural heritage protection. The main pathways for the modern transformation of traditional craft values include:
exploring the practical value of traditional crafts on the foundation of strengthened protection. Through activating their
modern value through creative transformations such as heritage, integration into daily life industrialization, traditional
crafts are reintegrated into contemporary public life so that they remain “alive” in the present; according to modern
aesthetic preferences, conducting modern aesthetic and creative transformations to the aesthetic value of traditional crafts
to meet the needs for a better life; leveraging modern technology—from product design and manufacturing to
dissemination and promotion—to comprehensively reinvent traditional craft techniques, bringing niche intangible heritage
skills into the public cultural view and become “popular”.

Key words: traditional crafts; multidimensional value; conservation and utilization; modern transformation
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Current Status and Future Impacts of Generative Artificial Intelligence in
Traditional Craftsmanship Inheritance

Yang Hong and Ji Jingyi

Abstract: Traditional handicrafts is a key category of intangible cultural heritage, and its preservation and
transmission are closely related to technological innovation, socioeconomic development and human creativity and
motivation. With generative artificial intelligence (AI) rapidly expanding across industries, traditional handicrafts have
become the earliest domains within intangible cultural heritage to adopt Al technologies. Therefore, this study focuses on
the current state of generative Al in the inheritance of traditional handicrafts. First, a CiteSpace—based bibliometric
analysis is used to cluster and detect emerging trends in relevant literature, thereby mapping the general research
landscape. Subsequently, the study investigates representative domestic and international cases to examine Al’ s role
across key stages of traditional handicraft production—namely product design, fabrication, trade, and digital
transformation. This paper also explores its future impacts on key stakeholders: inheritors face challenges posed by
generative Al poses like a shift in mode of creation, market competition polarization, and risks to cultural inheritance;
consumers face a tension between technological empowerment and meaning decontextualization in the shifting paradigm
of demand fulfillment and prosumer models; while achieving operational efficiency gains, application—oriented entities
encounter a dual challenge of cultural deconstruction and the qualitative dilemma of creative superficialization.

Key words: generative artificial intelligence; traditional handicrafts; cultural inheritance
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Yang Shi’s Utilization and Interpretation of The Classic of History
Fan Lizhou

Abstract: Yang Shi’ s theory, like the ideas of ancient Chinese thinkers, uses the interpretation of Confucian
classics to promote his own understanding and create his own ideological system. One of the examples is his
understanding and interpretation of The Classic of History. Yang Shi used The Classic of History to refute Wang Anshi’s The
New Interpretation on Three Classics. In alignment with the mainstream Luoyang School of Neo Confucianism, Yang’s
thought centers on ontology and the theory of cultivation, while political theory is a reasonable extension of his
ideological system, focusing on public society and its corresponding order. Yang Shi used The Classic of History to
interpret the political ideology he developed, stating that “good motives” are a prerequisite for establishing a country
and governing. This idea inherits the essence of Confucian political philosophy, and posits the politics of wise people as
the only path to effective political governance. Without the control and grasp of the virtuous people, political systems
are prone to veer from their intended design. Yang Shi, with the help of The Classic of History, comprehensively refuted
the new laws of Wang Anshi, pointing out that Wang and his career deviated from the requirements of The Classic of
History regarding “zhong”, thus “disrupting the ancestral law and institutions”.

Key words: Yang Shi; The Classic of History; Wang Anshi’s New Learning; ancestral law and institutions
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The Record of the Southern Garden and the Construction of Han Tuozhou’s
Political Legitimacy: Discussion on Lu You’s Integrity in His Later Years

Li Chao

Abstract: Historical discussions of The Record of the Southern Garden have predominantly focused on Lu You’s
integrity in his later years, often overlooking its connection to Han Tuozhou. In fact, The Record of the Southern
Garden provides an exceptional lens for examining how Han Tuozhou constructed his own political legitimacy. As a
imperial in—law, military figure, and ruler’s coterie, Han’s autocratic rule was inherently undermined by a lack of
legitimacy. From The Record of the Southern Garden, his efforts can be seen to address this deficit. First, by
emphasizing the origins of the Southern Garden and highlighting his ties to Han Qi, he subtly implied his pivotal role
in Emperor Ningzong’ s ascension; second, by investing in cultural and artistic activities, he downplayed his martial
background and cultivated the image of a scholar—official; third, by meticulously designing the Southern Garden’ s
layout, he projected an aspiration to “return to pastoral life”, thereby obscuring his status as a powerful minister. Lu
You conveyed Han Tuozhou’s intended message with remarkable precision. In this sense, contemporary criticism of Lu
You’s integrity in his later years may not be groundless.

Key words: Han Tuozhou; The Record of the Southern Garden; powerful minister; Lu You
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From “Shuming” to “Zhuci Bishi”: The Formation of “Righteousness” in

The Spring and Autumn Annuals

Guo Changbao

Abstract: During the Western Zhou period, historians primarily documented royal decrees. By the Spring and
Autumn period, this practice extended to recording commands of feudal lords. As traditional regulations on Gaoming to
loosen, historiographers took the initiative in making Gaoming, no longer waiting for formal orders from feudal lords.
This shift transformed Gaoming into a mechanism of political oversight. Although traditional Gaoming texts were meant
to exclude historiographers’ subjective judgments, their selective documentation of events and ritual reports allowed

IEt}

events to be interpreted through the lens of ritual values. The core evaluative criteria— “Ming” “Shi” “Jing” and
“Li” —formed the foundational discursive framework for historiographical practice. “Zhuci” (expressions) refers to the
subtle modification of conventional formulae by historiographers to generate new value judgments that challenged existing
ritual interpretations. The Gongyang Zhuan characterized this method as “expressing ideas in an indirect way”. “Bishi”
(arranging facts) involves the arrangement or contrast of records to reconstruct processes or reveal motivations, thus
enabling rational interpretations of events. The practice of “Zhuci Bishi” was often employed to highlight the pragmatic
rationality of ritually transgressive acts or to comment on seemingly ritual-compliant events. This approach represents a
secondary discursive framework, rooted in the selective reporting of events to spirits, where historiographers curated
narratives to align with ritual and ethical valuations. “Zhuci Bishi” used by the Spring and Autumn historians reflects
a distinct rational spirit, profoundly influencing the development of Confucian philosophical systems and discursive

frameworks.

Key words: Spring and Autumn historians; shuming; Zhuci Bishi; subtle words with profound meaning
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Regional Reception of the Yu Myth and the Formation of the Unified Geographic Ideology
Xiang Baisong and Chen Xueqin

Abstract: The Yu myth of the Central Plains focuses on his control of flood, initially portraying the hero Yu, and
distilling the national spirit of the Chinese people, which is the world belongs to all. As Chinese culture spread
beyond the Central Plains, the Yu myth was gradually accepted by regions outside the Central Plains, demonstrating
the recognition of Chinese culture by the local populations. The regional acceptance of the Yu myth is not only its
spread, but also its re—creation. In accepting the Yu myth, local people participated in the creation of the Yu myth,
which led to the continuous development of the plots and the enrichment of the characters, and eventually to the
formation of the Yu myth system. The systematized Yu myth was the joint creation of the local populace and the
Huaxia group in the Central plains. It played a founding role in the formation of the Chinese national community. As
the acceptance of the Yu myth spread further, people consolidated the “world” regions and showed Yu’ s great
achievements in flood control and governance across an expanded geographical scope. The Yugong, taking Yu’s flood
control as a clue, organized the “world” into nine states, and drew a vision for China’ s grand unified national
geography. This vision had a lasting impact on later generations, influencing the political geography of China and
perpetuating the idea of a unified national territory.

Key words:the Yu myth; regional acceptance; cultural recognition; the Chinese national community
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“Manufacturing” Zisi: Problems and Academic Prospects in Zisi Research Since
the Publication of Guodian Bamboo Slips

Li Jiansheng

Abstract: Since the publication of Guodian bamboo slips, research on Zisi has made notable progress, but it also
has encountered certain academic deviations. Regarding the research on Zisi’s life and his works, there is a suspicion
of deliberately pushing forward the year of birth, prolonging the year of death, and attributing works to him that may
not be his. In the use of historical materials, some scholars have mistakenly treated Kongcongzi—a text with clear signs
of forgery—as authentic, leading to flawed arguments such as the “problem of Meng Ziche”. Using falsified materials
without thinking has become a trend. To deepen the study of Zisi, researchers must adhere to the analysis of historical
materials and pay attention to examining the formation and development of Zisi’ s ideas. New materials should be
contextualized within the broader history of academic research, rather than being used to “rewrite the history of
thought”. Reasonable and effective research should avoid presupposing value judgments, and maintain a certain cognitive
distance from the research object in order to recognize its historical context.

Key words: Zisi; Guodian bamboo slips; birth and death years; Kongcongzi
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The Causes, Ordering and Textual Meanings of the Blank Slips in Confucian Poetics
Recorded on the Bamboo Slips of Shanghai Museum

Liu Quanzhi

Abstract: There are six recognized blank slips in Confucian Poetics of the Bamboo Book of Shanghai Museum.
Through further examination, the first slip should also be a blank slip. Among the numerous descriptions of the
appearance of blank slips, the claim of manual scraping in the blank areas stands out. It is generally believed that the
theory of manual scraping occurred in the blank space is supported by relevant evidence chains, and is often regarded
as a phenomenon inherent in bamboo slips. However, the “longitudinal bamboo fibers” in the blank space are not
traces of manual scraping, but rather the wrinkling phenomenon caused long—term preservation of bamboo slips, which
is a common occurrence in unearthed bamboo slips of the Warring States period. The formation of blank slips is the
result of the copyist’ s independent choice in the face of subjective and objective factors, and in situations where
subjective factors are difficult to determine, the surplus space for bamboo slip writing should be an important objective
factor in the formation of blank slips. Based on existing bamboo slips, it is difficult to determine the writing order of
Confucian Poetics, Zigao, and The Drought of the Lu State in the same bamboo book. The closing remark of Zigao
indicates the independence of the three articles, which should be viewed separately. The blank slips should be
centrally compiled and arranged in Confucian Poetics, and their position should be after the full-written slips. Although
the slips lack literal coherence due to missing bamboo slips, their implied meaning and context are coherent and
systematic. The direct compilation of the 7th and 2nd slips is a representative example. The material form and cultural
context of the existing blank slips can present the organizational system of the text.

Key words: Confucian Poetics; blank ; manual scraping; ordering; the Bamboo Slips of Shanghai Museum
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