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Several Questions Concerning the Wangwan [l Culture
—With a Discussion on the Relations Between the Wangwan [l Culture and the Xia Culture

Wei Jiyin

Abstract: The Early Wangwan Il culture primarily originated from the Yuchisi type of the Dawenkou Culture.
During the mid to late phase, it incorporated cultural elements from the Early Longshan cultural remains of the
Yangshao tradition in the Zheng-Luo region. During the late Longshan period, the central Henan region inhabited by
Wangwan [l Culture, experienced a cultural transformation, gradually evolving into a culturally unified Wangwan I
culture. This culture was primarily associated with the Dongyi ethno—cultural groups, along with other lineages such as
the Zhu-Rong clan, Dawei clan, and Xiahou clan. At core settlements like Dengfeng Wangchenggang, there is a notable
gap between the Late longshan cultural and the subsequent Erlitou culture, indicating a population decline among
Wangwan [l inhabitants. The Erlitou culture emerged following the reoccupation of these sites by the Xiahou clan. The
Erlitou site—a capital of the Xia Dynasty—shows no underlying deposits from Wangwan I, suggesting that its
construction was unrelated to Wangwan [l populations. Contrary to traditional views, increasing evidence suggests the
Wangwan Il culture was not the precursor to the Erlitou culture, calling into question the traditional view that it
represented the early or pre—Xia culture.

Key words: Wangwan [ll Culture ; Dongyi ethnic groups; Xia culture
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