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Responsible Consumption and Responsible Communication
Shan Shilian

Abstract: The cultural symbol of contemporary consumer society is that consumption itself is the purpose and
standard of consumption. When consumption is detached from the overall life and becomes independent and
self-promoted , it is necessary to propose and implement the responsibility of consumption. The ideal goal of responsible
consumption is to achieve sustainable consumption, which is based on the consumers’ complete grasp of the character
of goods and services. Its content is to improve consumption methods to “embed” them into the overall sustainable
development of human society and the sustainable exchange between humans and nature.The dissemination of new media
consumption has a dichotomy: shopping and consumption represent the satisfaction of desires and production of desires;
they involve an independent choice yet also external guidance; they are concrete actions as well as a way of life; they
serve as markers of social distinction while simultaneously facilitating social assimilation. To promote responsible
consumption through the responsible dissemination of new media, priority should be given to content over form;
upholding authenticity in an era where “post—truth” has partially become reality; establishing consumer subjectivity
amid the overwhelming influence and pressure of media and commercial goods; promoting post—materialist and
non-materialist values, while balancing material products and consumption ethics.

Key words: responsibility consumption; responsible communication; reembedding; wholeness; dichotomy
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