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A Further Exploration of the View of “Long-Standing Poverty and Weakness”
in the Song Dynasty

Wu Yeguo

Abstract: In academic discourse, the Song Dynasty has often been characterized as a period of “poverty and
weakness” , referring to financial poverty and scarcity and prolonged military defensiveness. However, a comprehensive,
objective, in—depth exploration reveals that the fiscal revenue of the Song Dynasty was huge and steadily increasing,
with no chronic imbalance between income and expenditure. The view of “accumulated poverty” does not conform to
historical facts. Compared with the Han, Tang, Ming and Qing Dynasties, although the Zhao Song dynasty frequently
adopted a defensive stance in foreign wars, its governance remained stable and enduring. The view of “accumulated
weakness” is inappropriate. In fact, the Song Dynasty was a period of remarkable economic and cultural prosperity.
This was attributed to the Song Dynasty’ s unique tolerant governance and commitment to reform, which also
contributed to the all-round development and prosperity of various social undertakings in the Song Dynasty. To a large
extent, it shaped the spiritual outlook of China and the basic pattern of local social governance since the Ming and
Qing Dynasties. Thus, it can be called the “prosperous Song Dynasty”.

Key words: long—standing poverty and weakness; the weakened Song Dynasty; the prosperous Song Dynasty
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