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Discourse Dissemination and Cultural Integration of the Communication Narrative in Poetry
Talks Between Scholars and Monks in the Song Dynasty

Zhou Meng

Abstract: In the context of traditional culture, the communication between scholars and monks has special
discourse value, because it is not only a reflection of the expansion of cognition, exchange of knowledge, and
interchange of ideas by the intellectual elites of Confucianism and Buddhism, but also the fusion of poetic discussions
and Zen. This interaction occurs in poet meditation and monk poetry. While the communication narrative of the Song
dynasty’ s poetic discourse of scholars and monks may seem scattered and disorderly, it actually represents a poetic
representation of this mainstream concept, which can be categorized into three types of communication discourse:
literature, Zen, and casual conversation. It demonstrates the efforts of the Song intellectuals to promote literary
innovation and theoretical transformation, as well as the cultural confidence in these behaviors. This availability helps
the intellectual elite circle continuously explore new knowledge, and injects ideological momentum into Song dynasty
literature , providing a path for the dissemination of Song dynasty Buddhism in the elite cultural circle.

Key words: the Song dynasty poetic talks; narrative communication between scholars and monks; the fusion of

poetry and Zen; discourse dissemination; cultural confidence
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