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A Study on Dayu Ding: The Bronze Vessel from the Period of King Cheng of Zhou
Liu Yifeng

Abstract: Dayu Ding is actually a bronze vessel from the period of King Cheng of Zhou. An error by Wu Shifen,
who mistranscribed the second—to—last character in the inscription on the Di sacrifice on the Xiaoyu Ding as “Cheng”
(i), led Guo Moruo to incorrectly attribute both the Dayu and Xiaoyu Dings to the period of King Kang. This has
since become a widely accepted viewpoint. The character “Cheng” (Jil) mistakenly transcribed by Wu Shifen actually
should be “Wu” (). The Di sacrifice culminated in King Wu, so Dayu and Xiaoyu Ding should be dated to the
period of King Cheng. The classification of Dayu Ding as a vessel from King Cheng’s time is further supported by its
shape, decorative patterns, main characters, thematic connections, and the known regnal years of King Cheng of Zhou.
Its shape and decorative patterns belong to the period of King Cheng. The main figures, Yu and Rong, were important
ministers of King Cheng. Its policy of restricting alcohol consumption aligns closely with the early Zhou Dynasty
document Jiu Gao. Thus, attributing the Dayu Ding to the period of King Cheng is well-founded. This correct dating of
Dayu and Xiaoyu Dings illuminates the magnificent historical landscape in the later period of King Cheng, marked by
his fight against the northern Rong tribes and significant military victories. It also has significant practical significance
for future historical and traditional cultural education.

Key words: Dayu Ding; Xiaoyu Ding; Duke Nan; Jiu Gao; Gui Fang
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