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Yin Xiang You Cun: Research on the Newly Discovered Large—Scale Sacrificial Remains at
the Ruins of Shang Dynasty in Zhengzhou

Yuan Guangkuo

Abstract: The Zhengzhou Cultural Relics and Archaeology Research Institute has uncovered a grand and
well-preserved early Shang Dynasty sacrificial site in the area of Henan Provincial Stadium, located northwest of the
Zhengzhou Shang City. Covering a total area of approximately 1, 600 square meters, this discovery marks the first
instance of a closed sacrificial system at Ruins of Shang Dynasty in Zhengzhou, featuring defensive facilities,
sacrificial spaces, and main structures. The sacrificial layout differs significantly from previously known Ruins of Shang
Dynasty, with offerings including humans, cattle, sheep, and pigs, reflecting the diversity and complexity of
sacrificial rituals. This highlights the unique sacredness and significant role of sacrifices in social life at that time. The
find provides crucial evidence for understanding early Shang Dynasty religious beliefs, ethnic group structures, and
social conditions.

Key words: Zhengzhou Shang City Ruins; altar; ritual area;early Shang society
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