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Chinese Civilization’s Influence on the Cultures of the Central Asian Steppes:
A Case of Trumpet-shaped Ear—ornaments

Guo Jingyun, Guo Lixin

Abstract: Trumpet-shaped ear—ornaments made of bronze or gold originated from the Lower Xiajiadian civilization
in the Yan Mountain region in Northeast China, dating back to the 20th century BC. These ear—ornaments were
initially cast from tin bronze, and later, similar artifacts were made from gold. In the 16th BC, this type of ornament
had spread to the upper and middle reaches of the Yellow River, the Hetao region, and the Hexi Corridor. In the
Hexi Corridor, the Siba culture produced imitations of the trumpet-shaped ear—ornaments using pure copper or arsenic
bronze. After the 14th BC, these trumpet-shaped ear—ornaments, made from pure copper or arsenic bronze, continued
to spread westward to the Tianshan and Altai regions, where they appeared in small quantities at Andronovo culture
sites. After the period from 12th century BC to 11th century BC, such trumpet—shaped ear—ornaments remained popular
in the western foothills of the Altai Mountains and the Balkhash Lake basin, though they had fallen out of use in
China. The westward transmission of these artifacts provides a specific example of the early process of east—west
connections across the steppe.

Key words: trumpet—shaped ear—ornaments; lower Xiajiadian culture; Eurasian steppe; northern bronze ware;

steppe artifacts
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