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Between Logic and Debate: The Principles, Methods, and Insights of
the Mohist Canons’ Logical Discourse

Tian Baoxiang

Abstract: The Spring and Autumn and Warring States periods were the most dynamic historical stages of
ideological evolution in the pre-Qin era. The discussions on the issues of “name and substance” by various schools of
thought expanded beyond politics and ethics. With the emergence of the Mohist Canons, the debaters of the Jixia
Academy, and the logicians, debate became the primary mode of academic discourse. As debates often incorporated
logical content, they evolved into “substance and logic debate” , which gained further momentum through the
influence of the Jixia Academy. The Mohist Canons is a concentrated representation of Mohist’ s substance and logic
debate. Later Mohist integrated logical thinking with debate practice, combined logical principles with debate methods,
and established a relatively comprehensive system of substance and logic debate focused on “debate”. The principles of
“elevating names to illustrate realities, using language to convey meaning, and explaining causes through discourse”
discussed in the Mohist Canons are the fundamental tenets of Mohist substance and logic debate. The forward reasoning
methods , including “hypothetical”  “imitation” “analogy” “parallelism” “citation” and “inference” —as well as the
reverse reasoning method “cessation”, embody both the mindset of analogy and a logical perspective of inference. From
the perspective of modern logic, the substance and logic debate in the Mohist Canons aims to seek mutual verification
and balance between objective facts, practical experience, logical principles, and reasoning methods. It aims to
integrate the concepts of discourse, debate, and logic into the judgments of facts, experience, and values. This
theoretical approach opens new possibilities for exploring the human spiritual world beyond the formal logic theoretical
system.

Key words: Mohist School ;the Mohist Canons ;substance and debate ; argumentation ; logic
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