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Geography and Thought: Spatial Consciousness in the Chapter Tianxia of Zhuangzi
Jiang Limei

Abstract: This paper explores the geographical relationships among the various schools of thought recorded in the
chapter Tianxia (All under Heaven) of Zhuangzi. It argues that the later followers of Zhuangzi possessed a certain
awareness of geographical boundaries, thereby constructing a distinet spiritual landscape within both geographical and
political spaces. The later followers of Zhuangzi engaged in discussions on contemporary social trends primarily within
the geographical context of the Song state. However, compared to the overall context of pre—Qin thought, the narratives
of the later Zhuangzi school reveal not only a Taoist—centric tendency but also implicitly the parochialism of knowledge
and experience shared by geographical constraints. This may lead to ideological problems in the relationship between
“daoshu” (art of the way ) and “fangshu” (specific methods or techniques). Additionally, the accounts of various
philosophers in the chapter Tianxia of Zhuangzi are “portrait—style, ” characterized by a stance that emphasizes
fundamental principles while downplaying concrete affairs. In their use of spatial terminology, the followers of Zhuangzi
inherited the fundamental concepts of Zhuangzi and even Daoist thought, extended their spatial awareness, and
developed a multi-layered mode of spatial expression, thereby exploring the possibility of entering the realm of the Dao.

Key words: Zhuangzi; Yin—Shang culture; Tianxia; spatiality; life and death
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