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Culture as a Human Tool : With an Analysis of Its Origin and Function
Han Dongping

Abstract: The relationship between humans and culture can be summarized as “culture is a human tool”. In
essence, culture is the fruit of human creativity. From its origin, humans created diverse cultural artifacts to satisfy
their own needs. Since human needs are varied, cultural artifacts are correspondingly diverse. Given that the emergence
of culture stems from creative activities undertaken by humans to meet their own needs, satisfying human needs thus
becomes the fundamental function of culture. As humans seek to satisfy a particular need, they set it as the goal of
their activities, and the method becomes the problem. Therefore, culture also functions as a tool for achieving human
objectives and solving problems. Conflicting theoretical viewpoints, such as the theory of culture as an autonomous
entity or cultural centralism, have some flaws. They invert the true relationship between humans and culture, obscure
human subjectivity to varying degrees, and may lead to cultural conservatism in practice.Thus, they are erroneous and
harmful.
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